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The Unity of the Trinity

2 Corinthians 13:11-13










Trinity Sunday, Year A

Last Sunday we ended the liturgical portion of the church year, which began with Advent back the last Sunday in November.  Today we begin the other half of the church year, which begins and ends with Sundays that point out to us that in God’s revelation of Himself, we have entered into a new time, a time which God is worshipped not only as the Father, but as the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Our lesson today points out some of the implications for our Christian life together by what Paul asks God to bless us with, things you might say are the “three hallmarks of the Church”, the Body of Christ: they are grace, love and fellowship.
These words conclude a letter sent to a group of Christians who have replaced grace with requirements, love with antagonism, and fellowship with divisive cliques.  To contrast everything in their congregational experience with the blessings of the Triune God calls them to the possibilities of life together.
We are here challenged with the responsibility of developing a form of life together that is coherent, harmonious, peaceful, and upbuilding (verses 11-13).  We are responsible for repairing broken relationships within our midst and for adjusting our course through life’s journey.  We are reminded that Christian conduct should be self-correcting, a response to the demands of life as well as to the demands of the gospel.
First, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Elsewhere Paul gives this same type of blessing (cf. Rom. 16:20; I Cor. 16:23; Gal. 6:18; Phil. 4:23; I Thess. 5:28; Philem. 25).  Because the death of Christ is to be understood as an act of uncalculated generosity by Christ in which he exchanged wealth for poverty (II Cor. 8:9), this most certainly is to be understood as grace displayed by the Lord Jesus Christ (in our behalf). It is a "free gift of grace" (Rom. 5:15-16).
Second, love of God.  This is to be understood in light of the most unusual reference earlier to “the God of love” (verse 11), which occurs only here in the New Testament, and never in the Greek or Hebrew Old Testament.  By contrast, “God of peace” is more frequent in the New Testament (Rom. 15:33; 16:20; Phil. 4:9; I Thess. 5:23; cf. I Cor. 14:33), although infrequent in Jewish writings.  We are told that a loving and peaceful God will be with us.  Paul’s stress here on the “love of God” is best understood in close connection with the grace of Christ.  Christ’s life and death become the supreme demonstration of God’s love for us (cf. Rom. 5:5, 8; cf. John 3:16).  Indeed, God’s love has its focus in Christ (Rom. 8:39).  Through the work of Christ and in the person of Christ, God’s love reaches its most profound expression.  The direct result of God’s love is our salvation (I Thess. 1:4).
Third, fellowship of the Holy Spirit. “Fellowship” translates the Greek word koinonia, which may be rendered more dynamically as “sharing” or “participation” (Furnish). It suggests an active relationship in which there is dynamic, mutual interplay among the participants.  Those who participate in the Spirit both give and receive, and as a result have a relationship of sharing. The idea of partnership is central in this letter and reinforced here at its end.  
In urging the Corinthians to be one, Paul speaks of the possibility of “participation in the Spirit”.  The Spirit they share as a common possession serves as the basis for their solidarity.  This not only suggests that the Spirit is that which we possess in common, but also the common sphere in which our life together is sustained.  The Spirit is, after all, living proof that God’s love has been bestowed on us (Rom. 5:5).

