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Please leave your items for the February issue by Monday, January 25th 

in the Messenger Mailbox in the church office. 

The Blessing of Shared Giving 

As this newsletter goes to press, we have completed our Sundays of worship together and the New Year 

approaches in a matter of days.  For most of 2009 we struggled financially to make ends meet as a local 

church; we managed to pay our local expenses (church utilities, mortgage payments, salaries) but it appeared 

that we would not have enough funds received from our Sunday offerings to meet our financial commitments 

to outreach and mission, particularly in the area of our Conference apportionments.   

I am most pleased to say that as of Sunday, December 27, we have received enough to fulfill all of our com-

mitments to missions and the outreach of our congregation! (visualize your pastor turning cartwheels . . .) Our 

finance chairperson deems it a miracle and I will be quick to agree and to offer thanks to you all for your re-

sponse in support of these vital areas of ministry.  This is what makes us an authentic church, a true body in 

Christ, in that we don’t just take care of ourselves, we also reach out to a needful world and strive to make a 

positive difference in others’ lives. [See elsewhere in this newsletter for other good news about how we’ve 

grown in 2009.] 

We do this in many ways, of course.  Many of you volunteer in various ways in the community, with the 

gift of your time; most of us also offer financial support to other charitable organizations throughout the year.  

But the one area that seems most vague to most church members is this area of apportioned giving; what does 

it mean to be asked to support our denomination’s ministries here in North Carolina and also throughout the 

world? 

You might be interested to know that I am one of 12 at-large members of the NC Annual Conference’s 

―Connectional Table‖.  This is the group responsible for interpreting and implementing the vision our Annual 

Conference has adopted for the 900+ churches of eastern North Carolina that are served and united by our de-

nominational structure.  They are also the group that forms the budget for the entire Conference, and thus have 

a responsibility to be accountable to all our churches.  I hope you feel more connected knowing that your pas-

tor helps determine how your apportioned funds are spent.  It is a responsibility that my colleagues and I take 

very seriously on your behalf. 

Our NC Annual Conference has a Christian vision that is summarized by the following statement: ―Healthy 

Congregations and Effective Leaders in Every Place Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation 

of the World.‖  This ―vision statement‖ was approved several years ago by our Annual Conference session, a 

body that includes 4 voting members from your local church (your two pastors, two lay members) and also our 

District Lay Leader. 

The vision of ministry that we have adopted and support is made real through a number of teams – the 

Leadership Development team, which serves to equip leaders who implement the Conference’s Vision State-

ment; the Outreach Ministry team that serves to carry forth the ministry that transforms the world; the Stew-

ardship team that serves to empower ministry in a number of ways; and the Christian Formation team that 

serves to form and nurture disciples of Jesus Christ.  I am the team leader for this last team, which seeks to co-

ordinate and unite our efforts to transform new generations of people to become followers of Jesus Christ and 

also to change the world. 

In the coming year, I plan to lift up to you in this newsletter and also through other means of communica-

tion why our committed giving to the apportionments is a great witness to the world on behalf of Edenton 

United Methodist Church; that we are part of something greater than the sum of its constituent parts.  We are 

the church, we are disciples of Jesus Christ, we are The United Methodist Church, and we fulfill the mission of 

Christ with open minds, open hearts, and open doors. 
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Thoughts from Associate Pastor  
Dear Friends, 

As we begin this New Year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you for the generous and 

loving support shown to me and my family this past year.  It is a blessing to be apart of the Edenton Church 

Family and I am looking forward to what the Lord has prepared for us in the days ahead.  Thank you all so 

very much. 

We know that the Lord as great plans for us.  His word clearly states that he has given us a future with hope!  

How exciting!  I sit and stare at my new calendar with its clean, pristine empty pages.  There is a part of me 

that hesitates to write on them.  ( Maybe I can fool myself into thinking that things will slow down a bit, or 

that there will be more time to smell the roses.)  Yet there is also an excitement in me that is eager to experi-

ence the things that the Lord has called for us to do and experience.  The best days of church are definitely be-

fore us! 

The fresh pages of our calendars also remind us that we have been given a new opportunity for life.  The past 

is over, done and gone.  We have a fresh chance to get it right.  Those empty pages remind us that our sins are 

forgiven and we have been offered a new beginning.  ―Behold, I make all things new again!‖ 

I pray that you will take the time to consider the gift of the New Year and the blessings of fresh uncommitted 

days.  Before you begin to fill the days with appointments and obligations, ask God to bless those days.  Let 

them become opportunities to witness to your faith and to reach out in Jesus’ name to others.  Ask the Holy 

Spirit to lead you to make wise decisions with the time before you.  Ask the Lord to lay before you His will, 

His timing and His plans.  Make time to spend alone with God in prayer.  Remember that time with your fam-

ily is a precious gift and needs to be kept a high priority. 

A wise friend told me once to always write in my planner with a pencil.  That way I could be ready to change 

my plans at a moments notice as the Holy Spirit directed, and mistakes could be easily forgiven and erased. 

My prayer for each of us is that we would find the daily blessings that are ours through Christ Jesus.  I ask the 

Lord to bless you and keep you in His care.  May He carry you to familiar places where you find healing and 

rest.  May He also carry you to new places that will challenge you to grow in His spirit and allow your gifts to 

be increased. 

Enjoy the newest of each and every day in Christ! 

Pastor Susie Fitch-Slater 

WOMEN OF JOY  

CONFERENCE 

Mark your calendars now; you won’t 

want to miss this great event.  The 

Women of Joy Conference is scheduled 

for Charleston, South Carolina May 14-

16, 2010.  Speakers include Liz Curtis 

Higgs, Anita Renfroe, Priscilla Shirer, 

Becky Tirabassi, and worship will be lead 

by Steven Curtis Chapman and Michael 

W. Smith, Travis Cottrell.  The early bird 

deadline for registration is February 24, 

2010.  The cost is $149 per person with 4 

persons to a room, $169 per person with 3 

to a room.  A sign-up sheet is on the bul-

letin board in the main hallway.  Please 

speak to Pastor Susie if you would like 

more information.  If you are looking for 

closer friendships with women from our 

church, intimate worship, moving music, 

superior speakers, unforgettable mo-

ments, nearness to God and a stronger 

faith, then this contemporary women’s 

conference is for you! 

GREETINGS FROM THE PASTOR/STAFF, 

PARRISH RELATIONS  

Thank you for your recent contributions for the staff Christ-

mas gifts.  On December 20th, we were able to present the Pas-

tors and staff with a monetary gift from the congregation. It 

was a wonderful show of the support and appreciation we 

have for them.  

We have also just completed work on our Pastoral assess-

ments. This is an annual exercise that the Pastors do in concert 

with the PPSR committee and submitted to the District Super-

intendent.  It is made up of a self-assessment by the Pastors, 

an assessment of the Pastors by the committee and results in a 

development action plan.  This action plan is a covenant be-

tween the Pastors and the PPSR committee designed to benefit 

church.  Its purpose is to improve the effectiveness of the Pas-

tors and, in turn, the overall ministry of the church.  All of this 

effort went very well.  

As always, please keep our Pastors and staff in your daily 

prayers and extend to them your appreciation for the work 

they do.   

In His Name, 

Chairman, PSPR 



Our UMW new officers will assume office on January 1.  The theme for 2010 is ―In God’s Mission We Are 

Sent Out To Carry God’s Message.‖  As UM Women, we are committed to be cognizant of each person we 

come in contact with each and every day.  In our travels, we all meet different people that others do not meet 

with whom we can share the love of God and/or pray.  We can have such a blessing when we wake in the 

morning with an attitude of  ―Good morning, God, what do you want me to do for you today?‖  Above all, we 

want to carry God’s message everywhere we go.  LeeAnn Severa will be carrying God’s message to El Salva-

dor in January.  Pray for her and the team with whom she will minister. 

Important Dates: 

Sunday, Jan. 10, 3-5 pm - Baby Shower. 

Saturday, Jan. 23, 10-3pm - Women’s Retreat entitled ―Healing at the Manger‖ (part of Pastor Susie’s Ordina-

tion Project). Sign up at Church. 

Saturday, Jan. 30 - District Mission Study at Bethany UMC, Wanchese. (No further info) 

Saturday, Feb. 20 - South Region UMW Meeting - We are hosting!!! 

Plus: 

Monday, Jan. 11, 10:30 - Susanna Wesley Circle at the home of a member  

Monday, Jan. 11, 10:30 - Walking Rainbows Circle at the church 

Thursday, Jan. 14, 7 pm - Circle of Friends at the church 

Blessings as we work together in 2010!!!!  
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NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE IN THE LIBRARY 

Education for Mission  =  Yellow Dot 

GOD TRUSTED A WOMAN:  LEADERSHIP LESSONS from the LIFE of DR. FRANCES M. ALGUIRE, 

1ST LAY WOMAN TO LEAD THE WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL   -  As told to Cynthis B. Astle 

WHERE MERCY FAILS: DARFUR'S STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE  -  Chris Herlinger & Paul Jeffrey 

Nurturing for Community =  Blue Dot 

CARING FOR MOTHER: A DAUGHTER'S LONG GOODBYE  -  Virginia Stem Owens 

PLAY WITH ME: TWO FRIENDS ON A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY WITH KIDS  -  Sally Miller/Cheri Muel-

ler 

TOO MANY IRONS IN THE FIRE: AND THEY'RE ALL SMOKING  - Cynthia Bond Hopson 

Social Action  =  Red Dot 

THE OTHER GAME: LESSONS FROM HOW LIFE IS PLAYED IN MEXICAN VILLAGES  -  Phil Dahl-

Bredine & Stephen Hicken 

WHAT ABOUT RELIGION AND SCIENCE: A STUDY OF REASON AND FAITH  -  Paul E. Stroble 

Spiritual Growth  =  Green Dot 

A LIFE SHAPING PRAYER: 52 MEDITATIONS IN THE WESLEYAN SPIRIT -  Paul Wesley Chilcote 

LONGING FOR ENOUGH IN A CULTURE FOR MORE  -  Paul L. Escamilla 

MY TUMMY TALKED IN CHURCH TODAY: AND 51 OTHER HUMOROUS POEMS AND DEVO-

TIONS  - Christy Colby Heno 

Large Print  Nurturing for Community  =  Blue Dot 

LIVING WITH A PURPOSE IN A WORN-OUT BODY: SPIRITUAL ENCOURGAMENT FOR OLDER 

ADULTS - Missy Buchanan 

A SINGLE THREAD - Marie Bostwick 

Children  Nurturing for Community  =  Blue Dot 

LOUIS SOCKALEXIS: NATIVE AMERICAN BASEBALL PIONEER  -  Bill Wise 
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The Staff and volunteers would like to 

thank the Church family for our 

Christmas gifts. We appreciate your 

support, prayers and concerns for us. 

We look forward to the New Year and 

another wonderful year here at Eden-

ton UMC. 

Charles and Peggy Moseley, Susie 

Fitch-Slater, and the Church Staff and 

Volunteers 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for all the prayers and 

cards I received before and after my 

knee surgery. My family and I appre-

ciate it very much. 

Erin G. 

 

Peggy and I, and Charles F. want to 

thank everybody for the Christmas 

cards and gifts we received this sea-

son.  We thank the church for the gen-

erous bonus we received December 

20!  As I write, Ms. Peggy is paying 

our bills!  We are so grateful to be part 

of this church family.  May God bless 

you all in the New Year!  

The Moseleys 

 

Dear Ladies of the EUMC food com-

mittee, 

Thank you so much for helping us 

welcome our sweet baby!  How won-

derful to be treated to a delicious home

-cooked meal just days after returning 

from the hospital.  The food was, of 

course, delicious, but the feeling of 

love outpoured for us was even more 

delightful.  We feel so very blessed to 

have such loving friends sharing in the 

joy over our new son and brother.  

Thank you again and Merry Christ-

mas! 

Love, The Bryants 

 

To all of my wonderful friends, 

Thank you so very much for your 

generous gift I received today.  Even 

though I am so lost and sad without 

Joe, I am truly blessed to be here in 

Edenton with so many wonderful 

friends who have helped me in so 

many ways.  I am so very grateful for 

all the support I have received from 

everyone.  Thank you and God bless 

you all. 

Sherri V. 

 

Gifts for Troops a Success 

Thanks so much to each person who 

contributed baked goods, postage, or 

labor to our effort to send Christmas 

packages to Iraq for Sam’s platoon.  

We sent out 50 boxes stuffed with 

homemade cookies and candy, pea-

nuts, Christmas cards, holiday candy, 

prayer shawl squares, CDs and more.  

All the packages were assembled No-

vember 22 and mailed on November 

23.  Other groups participating were 

the Chowan Edenton Optimist Club 

and Open Door Baptist Church.  

These packages, sent to each individ-

ual are sure to bring a blessing from 

home. 

Billy & Vickie B. 

THANK YOU 

5TH SUNDAY UNITY  

SERVICE 

Our next Fifth Sunday Unity Service 

will be this month, January 31 at 10:30 

a.m. in the sanctuary.  As always, this is 

a special time when all three worship 

services combine for one powerful cele-

bration of our faith and unity.  We will 

also have a fellowship meal in the Fam-

ily Life Center at noon and recognize 

new members of the congregation.  

Make your plans to be here for worship 

and fellowship! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 

 DINNER MENU 

Jan 6   Ham and Cabbage Dinner 

     13  Chicken and Pastry, Potato Salad, Rolls 

     20  B-B-Q, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans 

     27  Souper Bowl Supper 

We had a great time of fellowship in Decem-

ber. Let’s keep it up in the New Year.  Make a time of fellow-

ship a resolution for the New Year! 
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HOW WE’VE GROWN THIS YEAR 

We realized an increase in worship attendance this year:  240 compared to 237 last year, with our 9:00 a.m. 

service growing from 29 to 31 and our Celebrations service growing from an average of 83 in 2008 to 107 for 

2009!  Also noteworthy was our increase in Christian Formation classes (Sunday School attendance) which 

increased from 70 in 2008 to 75 for 2009!  And here is some of the best news thus far: in 2009 our offerings in 

worship reached an all-time high of nearly $405,000, an increase of $27,200 over 2008!  Praise God above for 

the increase our church has shown in the midst of difficult times! 

Your continued good stewardship (serving God with your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness) allows 

Edenton United Methodist Church not only to pay our local expenses and salaries, not only to make some dif-

ference in the lives of those in the shadow of our steeple, but also to fully pay out our apportioned share of the 

District and Annual Conference financial needs.  This enables us to participate in new church planting, mis-

sions around the world, leadership development for the next generation of pastors and Christian professionals, 

and to make disciples for Jesus Christ around the world! 

STEWARDSHIP IN 2010 

Happy New Year!  Your faithful giving has 

helped us get through a difficult financial year.  

As I write this, the final numbers are not in yet, 

but we appear to have made it through 2009 with 

our income matching our expenses. 

We face a similar set of challenges for 2010.  

We’ve held the line on expenses—no salary in-

creases for the staff, controlling every other ex-

pense that we can control.  Our objective for this 

year is to help you understand the value of con-

tinuing faithful stewardship and to grow the 

church for the benefit of all in our community. 

For the last two years, Pastor Charles and I have 

visited with you in a series of neighborhood gath-

erings to share the vision and plans for Edenton 

United Methodist Church.  This year, you’ll hear 

from several members of the church family in a 

series of ―minutes for witness‖.  We hope you’ll 

find these interesting and informative. 

Thank you again for your continued faithful 

stewardship. 

Chair 

Stewardship Committee 

AWAKENINGS 

JANUARY 29—30 
We will have a church-wide retreat this month that 

will focus on spiritual growth, called  ―Awakenings.‖  

It will be held Friday evening, January 29 through 

Saturday afternoon, January 30, 2010.  Along with 

our lay leader and Pastors Charles and Susie, our 

guest retreat leaders will be Reverend Lib Campbell 

and her husband.  The Campbells lead our NC Upper 

Room Five Day Spiritual Academy each October at 

the Trinity Center in Indian Beach, NC, and also our 

NC Conference’s ―Winter Solstice‖ each February at 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Raleigh, NC, 

where Lib is the associate pastor for spiritual develop-

ment. 

Our purpose in this ―Awakenings‖ retreat will be fo-

cused entirely on spiritual growth and the specific 

spiritual disciplines and practices that can help you 

move forward along your pilgrimage of life – the 

rhythm of prayer, fasting, giving, participation in 

worship, Sabbath-keeping and others that we hold in 

common as Christians. 

This weekend will prove to be a life-transforming 

event that you don’t want to miss!  Watch the bulletin 

for future updates on the agenda.  Call the church of-

f i c e  ( 4 8 2 - 3 2 6 9 )  o r  e m a i l  u s 

(edentonchurch@embarqmail.com) to reserve your 

place in the events scheduled January 29-30. 

HEALING AT THE MANGER—A WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS RETREAT 

All ladies of the church are invited to be a part of a one day Christmas journey to the manger.  On Saturday 

January 23 from 10-3, we will explore the Christmas story and discover our part in it.  The promise of a Mes-

siah is a promise of hope and salvation.  It is a promise of restoration and healing.  As we journey to the man-

ger in celebration of the birth of Christ, we will look closely at our need for a Savior.  What in us is lost, bro-

ken and living in darkness?  Why are we in need of a Redeemer and Healer? 

―Healing at the Manger‖ is a part of Pastor Susie ordination project.  Parts of the event will be video taped for 

a presentation.  If you would like to participate in this day of reflection please call the church office to regis-

ter. 

 

Visit the church website at http://www.edentonumc.org.  The website has the latest information and activities. 
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NEWS FROM YOUR OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE:    

The next Red Cross Blood Drive will be on Tuesday, January 5th from 1-7 

p.m.  This will be the first event sponsored by 

EUMC.  Plan to donate ―The Gift of Life‖ – your 

blood - to help those with cancer, premature in-

fants, and hundreds of others in our community 

who need blood.  Every day the Red Cross needs to collect 600-700 units to 

keep up with these local needs.  

Volunteers are needed to work 2 hour shifts to check in donators, accompany 

people from bed to refreshment table, and serve refreshments.  If you can 

help, contact the church office. 

THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE:  We will be submitting our subscriptions 

for the ―Christian Advocate‖ this month.  One year’s subscription is only $10.  

This is an informative publication that will keep you abreast of what is hap-

pening in our Methodist denomination.  You might even see articles about 

events at EUMC.  If you plan to subscribe this year, be sure to turn in your 

money and subscription to the church office so we can get a discount.   

THANK YOU:   

Blankets + Sunday – We received over $1,500 this year, which is a significant 

increase over last year’s donations.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Angel Tree -We would like to thank each of you who participated in the An-

gel Tree this year.  We were able to deliver gifts for 78 children who other-

wise would not have had a visit from Santa.   

RECYCLING AT EUMC:  We are looking at increasing our care of God’s 

environment by recycling more.  You will be hearing more in the next few 

months what we will be doing in this endeavor. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETING DATES FOR 2010:  The com-

mittee meetings will be held on Wednesday’s at 6:15 in the Library. 

 January 20th  March 10th  May 12th   

 July 14th  September 8th  November 10th 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS 

2010 is off to a great start!  Here is a sampling of our activities for January… 

Our weekly meetings will be held at 5:00 on Sunday evenings. 

The Youth Council will meet Sunday Jan. 17 at 4:00. 

A Super Bowl Sub Sale will be held on Sunday, January 24.  You can order 

your subs by filing out the form on the back page and mailing it to the church 

or dropping it off at the church office.  Each sandwich is $6 and includes your 

choice of sandwich, a bag of chips and a pickle!  Sandwiches will be ready for 

pick up following the 11 a.m. service.  Proceeds from the sale will benefit 

Youth Ministry.  Thank you for your support. 

DID YOU KNOW…? 

Andy’s Restaurant of Edenton wants to help our church. If 

you eat at Andy’s Restaurant, please bring a copy of your 

receipt to the church office. At the end of each month, 

Andy’s will reimburse the church 10% of the total receipts. 

I guess it really does pay to eat out. 

http://www.redcross.org/


* denotes same time each week 

JANUARY 2010 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 

Office Closed 

2 

*10 am AA 

3 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

9 am Men’s Bible 

Class Breakfast 

*4:30 pm Celebra-

tions Team Prac-

tice 

*5 pm Symphonies 

of Praise & UMYF 

4 

*7 pm Albemarle 

Chorale Practice 

*8 pm AA 

*8 pm Al-anon 

5 

*10 am Exercise  

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl   

*12 pm AA 

1-7 pm Blood 

Drive 

*6:30 pm Lan-

guage Bridges 

Classes 

*7 pm Bible 

Study 

 

6 

*12 pm AA 

5 pm Boy Scouts 

*5:30 pm Wednes-

day Night Dinner 

*6:15 pm Christian 

Ed Class 

*7:30 pm Choir 

Practice 

*8pm AA 

7 

*9 am Bible Study 

*10 am Exercise 

*10 am Weight 

Watchers 

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl 

*12 pm AA 

 

8 

*10 am Soaking 

Prayer 

*12:30 pm AA 

9 

9 am Take down 

Christmas decora-

tions 

10 

FOOD PANTRY 

SUNDAY 

3-5 pm Baby 

Shower for Lacey 

Fitch 

5 pm Trustees 

Mtg 

11 

10:30 am Walk-

ing Rainbows  

10:30 am 

Susanna Wesley 

Circles @ Judy 

Wells 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

12 

 

13 

5 pm Boy Scouts 

8am-2pm Dist. 

Ministers Mtg. 

14 

7 pm Circle of 

Friends  

15 

Healing Prayer 

Service  

16 

 

17 

8 am Methodist 

Men 

4 pm Youth 

Council 

18 

Office Closed 

19 

12 noon Lunch 

Bunch 

20 

5 pm Boy Scouts 

6:15 pm Staff Mtg 

6:15 pm Outreach 

Mtg 

21 

*1:30 pm Joy 

Choir 

22 

 

23 

10am-3pm 

Women’s Retreat 

24 

7 pm Admin Bd 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

7 pm District Mtg 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

10:30 am 5th 

Sunday Service 

 

      

Rev. Susie is revising the 2010 Acolyte List.  Please contact her if you or your child would like to be included in this ministry  

AWAKENINGS 

SUPER BOWL SUB SALE ORDER FORMS 

NAME_______________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER_____________________________________________________________________ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF SUBS ORDERED__________TOTAL AMOUNT INCLUDED______________ 

Please check the appropriate boxes for each sandwich ordered 

MEATBALL       HAM       TURKEY        CHEESE      MAYO    TOMATO 

#1 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

#2 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

#3 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

#4 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


