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Thoughts from our Pastor 
Your Stewardship in Action 

Last month I shared with you some thoughts on the larger work of our denomination, specifically through the 

structures of the NC Annual Conference and the Elizabeth City District, some of which Pastor Susie and I 

along with several of our members actively participate.  I told you then that supporting our apportionments in 

full were vital to the success of our ministry and the witness of our church not just in our community, not just 

in our state and country, but around the world. 

The catastrophe in Haiti on January 12 put 3 million faces on the value of this financial conduit uniting the 

work of the churches of our denomination.  Before the earthquake hit that island nation, the poorest in the 

western hemisphere, there were already United Methodist Christian leaders on site, performing continuing 

ministries that are funded by our world service and connectional ministry funds.  Two of these persons are 

North Carolinians: the late Dr. Sam Dixon, who was Deputy General Secretary for the General Board of 

Global Missions with oversight of our United Methodist Committee on Relief; and Mrs. Helen Little of Clay-

ton, NC, a lay woman who has been to Haiti no less than 42 times leading work teams to build churches, par-

sonages and schools.  Helen was our first source of information about the earthquake; Sam gave his life doing 

what God called him to do on our behalf as a church, an annual conference, and a denomination. 

I am proud to be a United Methodist Christian.  I always have been; for our denomination and our congrega-

tions are made up of people who don‟t just believe a certain set of theological tenets, but who actively put their 

faith into action.  Our own church here in Edenton is a prime example of what a United Methodist Church can 

and should be.  Here, the faith of our members makes a difference in the lives of others.  Their relationship 

with Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior leads them to volunteer their time, talent, energy, and expertise as they 

witness to their faith; they practice what they believe.  Look around our worship service and you will see their 

faces, you already know their names, and they are great examples of faith in action.   

It is said that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.  While this statement may defy mathematics or 

logic, it accurately describes the way the apostle Paul spoke of the church as the Body of Christ in 1 Corin-

thians 12, wherein we share our gifts and talents and resources and can thereby accomplish so much more to-

gether than we can as individuals.  This concept works as well when churches united their efforts to make a 

difference in the world.  Christian cooperation is surely God‟s design for the building of his Kingdom in all 

places, surely God smiles when we work together. 

FEBRUARY IS NORTH CAROLINA   

CONFERENCE 

CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE MONTH  

The goal for the NCC Advocate is to keep local church members and pastors informed by offering news about 

national events as well as local church and conference news. It is hoped these articles and features can be used 

as tools for teaching, learning and inspiration.  Our past Elizabeth City District Superintendent, F. Belton Joy-

ner, Jr., writes the monthly adult Bible study using the International Series. 

If Edenton United Methodist Church receives at least 10 or more subscriptions for the Advocate, we can re-

ceive a group subscription rate of $12 per person per year, otherwise its $15.  Please make your $12 check 

payable to EUMC and leave it in the church office by February 3. Earmark it NCCC Advocate. 

Thank you for helping the Advocate to continue publishing for over 150 years. 

Kyra Hicks 

Advocate Representative 
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Thoughts from Associate Pastor  
Dear Friends, 

We are about to embark on a new and exciting journey, the journey of Lent. It is an adventure that has the 

power to change our lives. The journey takes us from the joy of the manger and leads us to the shadow of the 

cross. It is during this time that we are able to explore the meaning of both the manger and the cross for our 

lives.  

Why did God come to us in the innocence and purity of a child? Why does God love us enough to give his son 

for us? Why would Jesus face the agony of the cross on our behalf? These questions always stir in my spirit 

during Lent. I am amazed by the love of God. 

I would like to challenge you to take this Lenten journey seriously. Take time to be alone with God in prayer 

and meditation. Consider fasting and prayer as a spiritual discipline for the season. If you are not a part of a 

bible study group, I suggest that you join one.  Make time for daily bible and devotional reading. This year I 

am going to practice “prayer walking”. At some point everyday I am going to walk (that in it‟s self is enough 

discipline for me!). It is not the walking that is the spiritual discipline, but while I walk I intend to pray and 

converse with God. The scriptures say that God walked and communed with Adam in the garden in the cool of 

evening. (Genesis 3:8) I want to experience that communion as well. I want to talk to God about the secret 

things in my heart and my spirit. I need to hear his voice. I need to be silent and to remember that God desires 

me as much as I desire him. 

Another aspect of prayer walking is to remember the walk that Christ took as he carried the cross in my place. 

Every step should remind me that Christ called me to pick up my cross and follow him.  

I encourage you to find a new way to experience the presence of Christ in your life this Lenten season. My 

prayer is that this Lenten journey will be the adventure of a lifetime!  May God bless you. 

With You on the Journey, 

Pastor Susie 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010  

It„s not too early to think about Vacation Bible 

School 2010.  This year it will be held at Edenton 

United Methodist Church with St. Anne Catholic 

Church and St. Paul‟s Episcopal Church partici-

pating.  Save the dates of July 26-29 from 9 am 

until 12 noon.  This year the theme will be Hero 

Headquarters.  The kids will meet four unlikely 

bible heroes who are often overlooked.  Their 

small acts were used by God to do wonderful 

things. 

Volunteers are needed to help.  Nursery will be 

provided for staff.  Call the church office at 482-

3269 to volunteer. 

More information will be available in March. 

COME JOIN THE LUNCH BUNCH  

A pot luck luncheon is held on the 3rd Tuesday of every 

month, and you are invited to join the fellowship. We 

meet in the fellowship hall at noon. Bring a friend and 

dish to share; the fellowship is provided . 

LANGUAGE BRIDGES  

Language Bridges thanks the Methodist Women 

and an anonymous donor for gifts which allowed 

us to celebrate Christmas with a modest meal, 

and to support the fiesta de‟Navidad in each 

household. 

Classes began again on January 5th at 6:30 pm. 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

STAY INFORMED . . . STAY CONNECTED 

There are several ways your congregations stays 

connected, even though we worship in three separate 

services.  There is our weekly bulletin that is put to-

gether by Patti Gabel, and this newsletter, both of 

which are reinforced by our announcement time during 

worship.  We also have a very up-to-date web presence 

maintained by one of our members at http://

www.edentonumc.org/.  We also have a group on the 

internet social network FaceBook called Edenton UMC, 

maintained by a church member with contributions 

from many other members.  Both of these world-wide 

web sites are places where information and calendar 

items may be found.  Over the past few months, we 

have also broadcast prayer requests and other relevant 

information to our members who have shared with the 

church their email addresses.  The positive reception of 

this method of communication has been most gratify-

ing.  Want to sign up?  Just send your email address to 

Pastors Charles and Susie at edenton-

ch u r ch1 @ em b arq ma i l . com  and  ed en t on -

church2@embarqmail.com.  Stay informed! Stay con-

nected to your local church! 

http://www.edentonumc.org/
http://www.edentonumc.org/
mailto:edentonchurch1@embarqmail.com
mailto:edentonchurch1@embarqmail.com
mailto:edentonchurch2@embarqmail.com
mailto:edentonchurch2@embarqmail.com
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NEWS FROM YOUR OUTREACH COMMITTEE  

UMCOR DONATIONS FOR HAITI EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS:  

At the January meeting of your Outreach Committee, the primary topic of discussion was the role of the com-

mittee to support local, state, national and international mission needs, including the Haitian Relief Efforts.  

By voice vote, the committee agreed to fully support UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) in 

their Haitian Relief efforts.  We encourage every EUMC member to prayerfully consider how they can par-

ticipate in this relief effort. 

Make your check out to EUMC and indicate „Haiti Relief‟ on the memo line.  All monies collected will go 

directly to Haiti victims.  Administrative costs for UMCOR are supported by our annual apportionments. 

UMCOR Health Kits are also needed.  Listed below are the items needed for a health kit: 

 1 hand towel (15” x 25” up to 17” x 27”) 

 1 bath-size bar of soap in original wrapper (3 oz. and up) 

 1 washcloth 

1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper) 

 1 hair comb, large and sturdy (not pocket-size) 

1 large tube of toothpaste (no sample or travel sizes).  Expiration date should be for 1 year. 

1 nail file or nail clipper (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 

6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 

Wrap the brand new items in the new hand towel, tie it with string or yarn, and place inside a sealed, one-

gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure.  You can leave your kit in the designated box in the church office. 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE:   The next Red Cross Blood Drive will be March 2 from 1-

7 pm.  The first blood drive sponsored by EUMC was a success.  A goal of 98 units was set and 101 units 

were donated.  Thanks for your participation! 

THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE :  There is still time to turn in your subscription request for “The Christian 

Advocate”.  There is a correction on cost for a year‟s subscription… $12 not $10. If you plan to subscribe this 

year, be sure to turn in your money and subscription to Patti Gabel so we can get the discount.  Subscription 

requests should be in to Patti no later than Feb 3, so don‟t delay. 

Pinewood Derby  
Pack 159  

The Pinewood Derby for Pack 159 will be held February 6 at 10 am 

at Tyrrell Elementary School in Columbia.  Car inspections will be at 9:30 am.  

After the race we will open the track to adults and anyone that has a car and 

wants to race.  So make a car and join the fun!  

If you need a copy of the inspection points and a car kit contact the church of-

fice.  

The Messenger 

Please leave your items for the March issue by Tuesday, February 23rd 

in the Messenger Mailbox in the church office.  
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THANK YOU  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP DINNER 

MENU 

Come join us for good food and great fellowship on Wednesday evenings 

at 5:30 pm! 

February  3 Lasagna, salad, garlic bread and dessert  

     10 Chicken Florentine, wild rice, broccoli and dessert 

     17 Macaroni and Cheese, salad bar, dessert   

   (Ash Wednesday- no meat) 

     24 Ham and Cabbage, potatoes, corn  

  bread and dessert  

**Chicken Nuggets will be available every week for 

children.** 

Edenton United Methodist Church, 

Thank you for the prayers, cards, 

food, and visits I received since my 

surgery. Carole and I are fortunate 

to have the support of our church 

family. Knowing you were praying 

for us helped us through this diffi-

cult time. Thank you again and God 

Bless all of you. 

Sincerely, 

Ronnie B. 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the prayers 

and concerns for me during my re-

cent eye surgery and upcoming sur-

gery. Thank you for the prayer 

shawl; I will truly treasure it. It is 

nice to know I have such a wonder-

ful church family having come back 

home. God is good. 

Judy H. 

 

Dear Church Family, 

On behalf of Marion Goodman and 

the entire Cross family, we would 

like to thank everyone for all the 

prayers, visits, cards and food after 

the death of Livy.  We are truly 

blessed to be a part of such a won-

derful church and community.  All 

of us are very grateful for the love 

and support shown to us in the past 

weeks.  Thank you again, and God 

bless all of you. 

Martin, Kelly and Emily 

 

Edenton Church, 

Thank you so much for your dona-

tion towards my mission trip.  I am 

grateful and blessed. 

Thank you and God bless, 

Leanne 

 

Dear Church Family, 

We would like to thank everyone 

for the wonderful gifts and outpour-

ing of love shown to us at the baby 

shower. We appreciate your 

thoughtfulness and kindness. 

 Lacey and Tim 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION  

You are invited to experience “soaking prayer” on Friday mornings at 10 

am in the sanctuary. This is a quiet time of reflection and meditation similar 

to centering prayer. This practice is especially meaningful during the up-

coming season of Lent, which focus on personal reflection and discipline. 

The monthly service of Healing Prayer will be held Friday February 19 at 7 

pm. The community is invited to attend. 
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Visit the church website at http://www.edentonumc.org.  The website has the latest information and activities. 

YOUTH  HAPPENINGS  

There are a lot of fun and exciting things happening with the Edenton UMYF! You are going to want to be a 

part of all of them, so mark your calendars and join us on Sunday evenings at 5. Here is our schedule … 

February 

7 Super Bowl Sub Sale after Church … a portion of our profits will be sent to UMCOR for Haiti relief. 

 SUPER BOWL PARTY AT OPEN DOOR CHURCH 

12-14 District Youth Beach Retreat Kill Devil Hills 

 Regular meeting at 5 pm 

19-21  UMYF Ski Trip.  No regular meeting. 

27    Caffeine, Youth Bible Study and Breakfast at 9 am 

28   Regular meeting at 5 pm 

Come join us for Caffeine, a Youth Breakfast and Bible Study group on the second and fourth Sat-

urday mornings of the month beginning February 27.  We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 9 am. Bring a 

friend and let‟s get pumped by the word of God! Please contact Pastor Susie for more info. 

***FYI*** Permission Slips for the Ski Trip are available in the youth room in the folder marked    

“PERMISSION SLIPS”.  Be sure to pick yours up! 

NOTES FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

BOARD MEETING  

ON JANUARY 24, 2010 

1.  Motion from Pastor Charles Moseley to request that 

regular meetings of the different church committees 

not be held on Sundays.  The rationale for this request 

is to free time on Sundays for non-business meetings 

such as Christian education classes and other worship-

related activities.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The Board would like to request that all committee 

chairpersons comply with this board recommendation. 

2.  The Board of Trustees has requested guidelines to 

help in determining acceptable themes for the high 

school prom when it is to be held at our church.  If 

anyone would be interested in discussing this with the 

pastor and the Administrative Board, please let us 

know. 

3.  Pastor Charles would like to have all members of 

our congregation submit a time sheet of volunteer 

work done in our community, such as work at the Food 

Pantry, Clothes Closet, Emergency Aide, etc.  This 

information is relevant to our assessments of the ap-

portionment money sent the Conference office.   

4.  Our Lay Leader, Pam Stallings, reported that the 

Outreach Committee has endorsed our current drive to 

supply funds and materials to the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to assist in the Haitian 

relief effort. 

Chair 

EUMC Administrative Board 

ANNUAL DISTRICT LAY RALLY 

FEATURES WORLD RENOWNED 

EVANGELIST  

Members and friends of Edenton United Method-

ist Church are invited to attend the annual Eliza-

beth District Lay Rally that is scheduled for Sun-

day, March 7, at 3 pm at First United Methodist 

Church in Elizabeth City.  The District Board of 

Laity has designed the event to be attractive for 

“believers of all ages”. 

Among the highlights of the Lay Rally will be a 

message presented by Rev. Dr. John Ed Mathison, 

retired pastor of Frazer Memorial United Method-

ist Church in Montgomery, Alabama, and a world 

renowned evangelist.  Under Dr. Mathison‟s lead-

ership as pastor for 36 years, Frazer Memorial 

grew from 400 to more than 8,800 members. In 

addition to Dr. Mathison‟s sermon, a variety of 

music will be featured. In addition, outstanding 

lay ministries from across the Elizabeth City Dis-

trict will be lifted up.  Also, graduating high 

school seniors from churches throughout the dis-

trict will be recognized, and a district youth repre-

sentative will give a personal testimony. 

Circle March 7 on your calendars and plan to 

spend part of that Sunday afternoon in a spirit of 

worship and celebration in Christian fellowship at 

the annual Elizabeth City District Lay Rally.  

Let‟s plan to have Edenton United Methodist 

Church well-represented at this event! 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

We made it!  You‟ve heard that message from several of us, and in differ-

ent ways.  The bottom line is that we ended 2009 with a little money in the 

bank to start 2010!  Your generosity, particularly in December, and con-

tinuing into January, allowed us to meet our expenses, including our Con-

nectional Apportionments, and enter the new year with sufficient cash on 

hand to continuing meeting our expenses.  Also contributing to our success 

was under spending our budget by tightly controlling expenses. 

If you haven‟t noticed, we‟ve added a new line to the weekly stewardship 

information that appears in the Bulletin.  It is a running status on how far 

behind (or ahead) we are in meeting our weekly needs.  We thought this 

would be helpful in keeping everyone informed of where we stand finan-

cially.  Of course, we‟ll keep you updated regularly through our Fifth Sun-

day presentations and in The Messenger. 

For the last two years, we‟ve conducted our annual Stewardship Campaign 

through a series of Neighborhood Gatherings, which allowed us to come 

together in small groups to discuss the mission and direction of our church.  

This year, we‟re taking a different approach. 

From now until just before Easter, you‟ll hear a “minute for witness” on 

most Sundays.  These will be delivered by members of the congregation to 

inform you about the missions, activities and direction for our church, with 

particular emphasis on how that affects our community and our world.  To-

ward the end of March, we‟ll ask you to make your pledge to help support 

our church in 2010. 

Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship! 

Chair 

Stewardship Committee 

CONFIRMATION 

CLASSES TO BEGIN 

All youth grades 6 and up 

are invited to be apart of 

the 2010 Confirmation 

Class. Our first meeting 

will be Wednesday Febru-

ary 17 at 6:15. We will also 

attend the Ash Wednesday 

Service at 7:00. Parents are 

invited to meet with us for 

this informational meeting. 

Please contact Pastor Susie 

if you have any questions 

or would like more infor-

mation. 

CELEBRATIONS  

 FUNDRAISER 

The Celebrations‟ Worship Team is 

having a fundraiser on Sunday, Febru-

ary 28 after services.  They are raising 

money for new/upgraded sound system 

components.  That includes micro-

phones and other components. 

Please plan on attending.  More details 

will follow as the time gets closer. 

Help Haitians in Need 

Please Donate your Much Needed Mobility Equipment! 

We‟re collecting 

Crutches, 

Canes, 

Walkers, 

Wheelchairs. 

Shower Chairs, 

Commode Chairs, 

Prosthetic Limbs etc. 

(To donate clothing, cash, etc., please contact the Red Cross or other organi-

zation.) 

Please bring your items to 

The Edenton Coffee House 

Garden of Readinô through Friday, Feb. 5 

JOY CHOIR  

The Joy Choir completed a 

very full and JOYOUS 

schedule in December.  

Weekly rehearsals started 

back up on January 21 at 

1:30 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

A busy spring season is 

planned. 



FEBRUARY 2010 

Rev. Susie is revising the 2010 Acolyte List.  Please contact her if you or your child would like to be included in this ministry  

SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

 1 

*7 pm Albemarle 

Chorale Practice 

*8 pm AA 

*8 pm Al-anon 

2 

*10 am Exercise  

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl   

*12 pm AA 

*6:30 pm Lan-

guage Bridges 

Classes 

*7 pm Bible Study 

3 

*12 pm AA 

5 pm Boy Scouts 

*5:30 pm Wednes-

day Night Dinner 

*6:15 pm Christian 

Ed Class 

6:15 pm Staff Par-

ish 

*7:30 pm Choir 

Practice 

*8pm AA 

4 

*9 am Bible Study 

*10 am Exercise 

*10 am Weight 

Watchers 

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl 

*12 pm AA 

1:30 pm Joy Choir 

5 

*10 am Soaking 

Prayer 

*12:30 pm AA 

6 

*10 am AA 

7 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

9 am Men‟s Bible 

Class Breakfast 

*4:30 pm Celebra-

tions practice 

*5 pm SOP & 

MYF 

8 

10:30 am Walk-

ing Rainbows  

10:30 am Susanna 

Wesley Circle  

6 pm Girl Scouts 

9 

7 pm Witness 

Comt. 

10 

5 pm Boy Scouts 

6:15 pm Council 

on Ministries 

11 

7 pm Circle of 

Friends  

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

12 noon Lunch 

Bunch 

17 

5 pm Boy Scouts 

7 pm Ash Wednes-

day Service 

18 

 

19 

7 pm Healing 

Prayer Service 

20 

8 am UMW Sub-

District Mtg 

21 

8 am Methodist 

Men 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

9 am Youth Bible 

Study & Break-

fast 

28 

12 pm Celebra-

tions Fund Raiser 

Lunch 

      

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY 14 

In 2009, EUMC Outreach Committee donated 

$450 to the Food Pantry.  EUMC also donated 

$3,304 through Fifth Sunday and other monetary 

donations.  Also donated was 1,281 pounds of 

food.  The Food Pantry served 258 families in-

cluding 28 new families in November 2009.  

This was an all-time monthly record.  In Decem-

ber 2009, the Food Pantry distributed 230 Christ-

mas Baskets and served 467 people. 

The product of the month for EUMC in February 

is dried or canned beans. 

DOROTHY RETIRES FROM THE 

FOOD PANTRY 

Dorothy was recognized for her 20+ years service 

with Edenton/Chowan Food Pantry. 


