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Thoughts from our Pastor 
A New Vision for Today and For Our Congregation’s Future 

One of the things I have learned over my one-third of a century (that’s right; 33 years!) in ministry is that 

Christ and His church are all about change.  Christ calls us to change from sin to righteousness, from thinking 

only about ourselves to thinking about the needs of others, from dwelling in the past to planning for the future. 

Over our congregation’s 200-plus year history, we have always been a place that changes and adapts.  We’ve 

been located in four different places in the community; we altered our facilities to accommodate new ways of 

doing ministry (for instance, our first two facilities were designed only for worship, not for housing an educa-

tional program which became the “thing” around the middle of the 19th century).  Our move 32 years ago to 

Virginia Road from Broad Street gave us one more opportunity to make a change for the new ways we do min-

istry; and our subsequent addition of the Family Life Center and office complex, along with dedicated pre-

school rooms, were all part of changing the way we do things in response to Christ’s call. 

I’m a bit of a life-long student; I like to gather information and learn from what I find.  Over the past 3 years 

I’ve “gone to school” on our congregation as Methodist Christians and in particular, the past 42 years in which 

we have been part of The United Methodist Church.  One thing I have learned is that what we remember about 

the past is not always what history records.  We may “remember” our church school as strong, but our records 

show that only 50% of our worshipping congregation has participated in our educational program during the 

past 42 years.  We’ve only averaged about one-third of our membership in worship on any given Sunday over 

that same period of time, which implies that only 1 out of 6 of our members supports and attends church 

school. 

Actually, that’s about average for the whole United Methodist denomination over the same period.  In fact, 

other mainline denominations as well as The United Methodist Church have lost half of their membership over 

that same 42-year period.  The really good news is that, in contrast to these declining trends, we at Edenton 

have grown in almost every way: Edenton United Methodist Church has more than doubled in membership, 

and our worship attendance has grown by 68% over that same time.  If only all United Methodist congrega-

tions were like Edenton’s! 

However, where we have been lacking over this period has been in the area of Christian formation, Christian 

education, what we usually term our “Sunday School” (although our denomination dropped that term in 1968). 

During this same 42 years, our attendance at church school has declined from an average of 105 in 1968 to our 

current level of 80 for the first quarter of 2010 – a decline of about 24%. 

Brothers and sisters, it doesn’t have to be this way.  I personally believe that a church can do anything it puts 

its collective mind to doing, provided that we are listening to God and that we act with a sense of unity and 

purpose as we determine the necessary changes.  Following several months of my own prayerful listening, this 

past month at our quarterly Administrative Council meeting I presented just such a change – a new goal for our 

church’s present day and its future: ”To create and sustain the best Christian Formation Education program 

in the area.”  I propose that we be the best at teaching, equipping, and transmitting the Christian faith to those 

God brings our way, that we make the same commitment for our next generation, and that we utilize present-

day educational practices to make this happen. 

Now this is an audacious goal.  Many churches and congregations are abandoning what we might term 

“traditional Sunday School” patterns; denominational publishing houses are no longer publishing the same 

type of materials they did 40+ years ago.  The reason?  They don’t work anymore.  Children learn in different 

ways than they did when I was young and in my formal student days.  We’re in the twenty-first century, and 

we must do things in a twenty-first century way if we hope to make a change and accomplish what I believe 

Christ wants us to do- make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Jesus did this with only 11 people in the first century; over two millennia His body, the church, has continued 

to faithfully pass on the Christian faith from one generation to the next by whatever means worked in their 

context.  We must take what we can from contemporary educational practice and utilize it to our best advan-

tage.  If we have the desire, we can have the absolute best Christian formation/education program ever, with 

learning opportunities and small group fellowship groups for all of our people, present and future. 

In order to move towards this goal, I proposed to our Administrative Council that initially, for the summer 
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Visit the church website at http://www.edentonumc.org. 

The website has the latest information and activities. 

months of June-August, that we (1) reserve the 10 a.m. Sunday morning hour for the purpose of a united 

church school; and (2) move the contemporary Celebrations service from 10 a.m. to 8:45 or 9 a.m.; and (3) 

that we ask our 9 a.m. traditional worshippers to consider attending the Celebrations service at that hour or 

consider going to 11 a.m. worship services.  I envision that we may continue to offer Bible studies throughout 

the week, and opportunities for Christian formation like the class Rolfe and Nancy Schroeder have been lead-

ing on Wednesday evenings for the past few months; indeed, I think these opportunities will grow and ex-

pand.  Not everything in terms of learning and fellowship happens at 10 a.m. on Sundays, after all.  This op-

portunity will offer everyone a chance to worship in whatever style they prefer, to join in a Christian educa-

tion class, have small group opportunities and it will unite the Edenton United Methodist Church as one body 

in Christ.  This is change, but I believe in my heart of hearts that we can do this, for I am listening to God’s 

voice. 

I am asking you to be supportive of these changes.  I am asking you to make a concerted effort to do your part 

to make this work.  I am asking you to be willing to make sacrifices for the greater good of the whole congre-

gation for the sake of Jesus’ last request in prayer (John 17) that we be as one, as He and the Father are one.  I 

am asking you to pray for the entire Edenton United Methodist Church, the church school, and all who enter – 

that we may fulfill our Lord’s mandate to make disciples.  Our unity will be our strength and see us into an 

even brighter future. 

PRAYER SERVICE 

A Service of Healing Prayer will be held on Friday May 21 at 

7pm. The Reverend Warren Stackhouse, from Anderson 

United Methodist Church in Hertford, will be our guest 

preacher. 

Soaking Prayer continues to be held every Friday morning at 

10:00 in the sanctuary. Everyone is invited to attend this time 

of quiet contemplative prayer. 

NEWS FROM YOUR OUTREACH  

COMMITTEE  

CHANGE OF MEETING DATE:   THE MAY OUT-

REACH MEETING HAS BEEN CHANGED TO MAY 

19TH AT 6:15 p.m. IN THE SEEKERS CLASSROOM.  
Please note this on your calendars and plan to attend.  We 

will have an update from the Loaves and Fishes Ministry as 

well as the recycling efforts.  We need your input so that we 

can make wise decisions about God’s work in these areas. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

The goal of our Christian education program is to provide bible Studies for all ages.  There are classes at both 

10 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  There is a nursery for infants to 2 year olds; a pre-school class for 3 

and 4 year olds; a kindergarten to 2nd grade class, a 3rd to 5th grade class; a middle school class and senior high 

class. 

Adults have five choices:  The Holmes class, Pairs & Spares, Men’s Bible class, Wesley class and the Left 

Overs.  A Sunday School directory is posted on the closet door opposite the Fellowship Hall. 

In addition, Pastor Susie has a class on Tuesday at 7 p.m.  Rolfe Schroeder leads a class on Wednesdays at 

6:15 p.m. after CHOW (Church Happens on Wednesday) dinner.  Pastor Charles has bible Study on Thursday 

mornings at 9 a.m. 

Think about joining one of these groups in May with every member in your family.  This just might be the 

beginning of an wonderful faith journey. 

 

 

 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Our next blood drive is on May 4th from 

1 - 7 p.m. in the Family Life Center.  Our 

collection goal is 96 units.  Let’s beat our 

goal as we did back in March when we 

collected 107 units.  Give another person 

a chance for life!  Every day the Red 

Cross needs to collect 600-700 units to 

keep up with local needs.  Give the gift of 

life. 

FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 

May 9th is Food Pantry Sunday.  The 

product of the month for EUMC is peanut 

butter.  They need your continued support 

of food and money. 

http://www.redcross.org/
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CHOW (CHURCH HAPPENS ON WEDNESDAY) 

Come be a part of the fellowship and Christian Formation offered on Wednes-

day evenings. This is the last month we will be serving meals for the summer 

so spend sometime with your friends and take advantage of the opportunity to 

make a few new ones.  

Menu for May 

May 5   Cinco de Mayo Nacho Night 

May 12 Fried Chicken, Potato Salad, Green  

  Beans, Rolls 

May 19  Homemade Chicken Salad, Tuna Salad 

  Plates and Salad Bar 

May 26   Bar-B-Q, Corn on the Cob, Cole Slaw, 

  and Baked Beans. 
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LANGUAGE BRIDGES  

The Language Bridges ESL Program is completing its ninth year on May 

25th.  We will offer a special treat to ALL on Thursday, May 6th, at 6:30 

p.m.  Maria De La Luz Villarreal will present a short program of Spanish-

Mexican vocal music, followed by a small meal and fellowship, appropri-

ately enough in the Fellowship Hall.  Please come and bring your friends. 

We have experienced a full year with many repeat and new students.  We 

have noticed that the attendance of those learning English at our Levels Two 

and Three attend with great regularity, not even missing class when they have 

the sneezies.  Our Level One, the initial class for those with no English, con-

tinues to exhibit variable attendance, but their instructor, again, smilingly cre-

ates lessons for one through nine students, often with five minutes notice.  

Our other instructors, accompanied by our substitute, are also flexible, crea-

tive, and sunny.  What an impressive and professional staff your Language 

Bridges program possesses. 

If you encounter people who you think would benefit from learning English, 

please invite them to attend.  We will conclude on May 25, and restart in 

September. Our hearts, our minds, our doors are open to all. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

PASTOR-STAFF 

PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE  

As we all know by this time, Pastor Susie has been called to be elsewhere in 

her ministry work. While this has been shocking and somewhat disturbing 

news to us (and her), a pastor is always ready to serve where asked and Susie 

demonstrated that by saying yes to God’s call. She will be missed by all. 

Let’s rejoice and be thankful for the time we have had with her, and be happy 

for the congregation that will be receiving a blessing upon her arrival.  

Please mark your calendars for June 6th. We will be having a celebration to 

honor her and her family from 2 - 4 p.m.  

We would also appreciate any pictures you may have that we can use for the 

celebration.  

In Christ, 

Chair, PSPR Committee 

The Messenger 

Please leave your items for the June issue by Friday, June 25th 

in the Messenger Mailbox in the church office. 
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YOUTH  IN THE NEWS  
Congratulations are given to the 2010 confirmation class on their upcoming 

confirmation on May 30.  May God bless them as they take this important step 

in their faith journeys. 

Confirmation classes will continue to be held on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 

p.m. 

The Youth will sponsor a Spring Fling Dinner on Sunday May 2, at 6 p.m. 

This dinner is their way of honoring our adult members for their support and 

encouragement.  Please call the church office to make a reservation.  The din-

ner will be held in the Fellowship Hall. 

Caffeine Youth Breakfast and Bible Study will be held Saturday May 8 at 9 

a.m.  Bring your bible and a friend and come be a part of the fellowship. We 

meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

Don’t forget to sign up to attend the Norfolk Tides game on Sunday May 23. 

The cost is $10 per person, plus you will need a little extra for popcorn, pea-

nuts and cracker jacks! 

It’s Fun to Stay at the YMCA Youth Lock-In 

Mark your calendars; you don’t want to miss this!  The Edenton UMYF will 

join the youth from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and the Edenton Baptist 

Church for an overnight Lock-in at the YMCA in Nags Head on Friday June 4

- Saturday June 5.  Bring your bathing suits, sleeping bags and friends and 

join the fun!  We will leave approximately 5:30 p.m. on Friday and return 

home on Saturday at approximately noon.  Sign up in the youth room. 

Senior Breakfast 

The UMYF will be honoring their 2010 Senior Class members and their par-

ents with a breakfast on Sunday June 6 in the Fellowship Hall at 8 a.m. 

The Baccalaureate Service will be held that evening at 7 p.m. at Edenton Bap-

tist Church.  Please remember this important date. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010  

When:  July 26 - 29 

Where:  Edenton United Methodist Church 

Time:  9 a.m. to 12 noon 

Ages:  3 years old by June 1st thru 5th Grade 

The theme this year will be Hero Headquarters.  Registration 

forms will be available in May.  Please complete and return as soon as possi-

ble.  If you can help, please call the church office. 

This is important.  All people involved in Vacation Bible School are asked to 

attend a meeting on Tuesday, May 4th at 5:30 p.m. in the Edenton United 

Methodist Church’s Fellowship Hall. 

THE ALBEMARLE SOUNDS  

PRESENT 

SALUTE TO AMERICA  

On May 29th, the Albemarle Sounds are presenting an evening of patriotic 

songs in four part harmony called “Salute to America”.  It will be held in the 

Swain Auditorium at 7 p.m.  Admission is $5.   

Eight of our church members participate in the Albemarle Sounds.  They are 

asking their church family for support.  They will also feature the 2009 Dixie 

district champion quartet, “Let’s Sing”.  They promise you a memorable eve-

ning. 



P a g e  5   The Messenger—May 2010  

Warm weather is  al-

most here; that means 

it is almost time for 

Edenton Steamers 

Baseball.  I'm sure 

most of you have been 

to a game at Historic 

Hicks Field , and if not, we invite you to come.  Where else 

can you enjoy a great game, eat good "baseball" food, laugh 

at the between inning games, have your picture taken with 

Sam the Clam and enjoy your friends and neighbors without 

ever leaving town? 

But, we need your help!!  We are in serious need of host 

families to house the great group of guys that will begin ar-

riving the end of May.  It is an amazing experience that will 

last long beyond the summer.  These college athletes have 

decided not to hang out at the beach all summer, but instead, 

work on their game in the hopes that one day they may play 

in the "big".  Please help us continue this tradition because 

without host families, the Steamers would not survive.  

Would you please consider hosting a player this summer?  

Please call the church office for any questions or to sign up. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

40% say YES, 60% say ? 

We hear about polls and surveys that cover just about everything from politics to toothpaste--it seems that 

someone wants our opinion about almost anything.  In a way, our Stewardship Campaign is sort of a poll--it is 

an opportunity for you to register your support for Edenton United Methodist Church through your pledge 

cards.  Your pledges tell us how you plan to support the church in 2010. 

So far, we've heard from about 40% of you.  The good news is that those responding have pledged over 58% 

of the operating budget!  However, we haven't heard nearly 60% of our congregation.  Please prayerfully con-

sider your pledge and return your pledge card in the offering plate, or send it to the church office. 

A Little Extra  

Overall, our weekly collections have steadily increased year over year since 2007.  However, this year we had 

the abnormality of losing one Sunday (January 31) to inclement weather (remember the ice storm?)   Our giv-

ing hasn't recovered from that loss.  As a result, our cash flow is below normal for this point in the year.  Dur-

ing the month of May, we'd like to ask you to increase your normal giving by 25%, JUST FOR MAY.  If we 

all do this, we'll normalize our cash flow and make up for "lost Sunday". 

As always, thank you for your faithful stewardship. 

Chair, Stewardship Committee 

The final meeting for Circles and Unit before the summer break will be a social on Monday, May 10, at the 

home of a member.  Lunch will be a salad, but not just any salad.  The greens for the salad will be supplied by 

the hostess.  All others attending are to bring a salad ingredient that begins with the first letter of your first 

name (for example, Carol could bring cabbage).  It should be an extremely interesting “alphabet” salad, so 

come and join the fun!  Please have your ingredient cut up so that extra preparation is not necessary.  Be crea-

tive as almost anything can be found in salads these days!  We look forward to seeing everyone on the 10th at 

11:30 a.m. 

JOY CHOIR  

After an unusually heavy performance 

year, your Joy Choir will conclude in May 

with two concerts, the final at Prime Time 

on May 13, immediately followed by a 

JOYous party.  We continue to rejoice in 

the leadership of Karen Sawyer, who be-

gan this ministry 7 years ago.  Her unique 

combination of vocal/keyboard, spiritual, 

and tough-coach skills push and pull us 

along each week, as we encounter an al-

ways challenging set of performance situa-

tions.  So we will rest and replenish, and 

start up again in September with a new 

program.  We will, as usual, meet on 

Thursday afternoons at 1:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Thank you for your 

support. 
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LIFE LINE SCREENING  

Edenton United Methodist Church will be hosting Life Line Screening on May 19th. 

These health screenings will be offered for people 40-years-old and older.  The vascular screenings are 

performed using Doppler color flow ultrasound systems and include the following: 

1)      A Carotid Artery Screening –visualizes the build up of plaque in the carotid arteries, which leads to 

stroke.  (Most strokes are linked to carotid artery blockage); 

2)      An Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) test – looks for an enlargement in the abdominal aorta that 

could lead to a ruptured aortic artery.  The vast majority of people who have an aneurysm have no 

symptoms; 

3)      An Ankle Brachial Index (ABI) – screens for peripheral arterial disease in the lower extremities, 

which is closely linked to coronary artery disease.  

4)      Bone density screening, which tests for the early signs of osteoporosis.   

5)      Atrial Fibrillation (Afib) – A test to measure irregular heart beat, may be added to any vascular 

package for only $20. 

6)      Complete Lipid panel, Glucose and C-Reactive Protein blood tests are also available for $99.  These 

blood tests require an eight hour fast.  

You must pre-register by calling 1-888-653-6441. These screenings are completely painless, non-invasive, 

and require ten minutes or less each to complete.  The cost for all four vascular screenings is $139.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sam and Ashley would like to invite you to join 

them as they exchange marriage vows on Saturday, 

the twenty-second of May, 2010 at 2 o'clock in the 

afternoon.  The ceremony will be held at Cedar 

Branch Baptist Church, 2407 NC Highway 171 in 

Jamesville, NC.  Following the ceremony, the re-

ception will be at the Jamesville Ruritan Club.  

METHODIST MENôS YARD SALE 

The Yard Sale is approaching rapidly.  It is Satur-

day, June 5th.  The UMM will start receiving yard 

sale donations on Tuesday, June 1st in the Fellow-

ship Hall.  Contact the church office if you have any 

questions. 

******ATTENTION******  

***ACTION REQUIRED***  
ñThe Messengerò will be emailed to everyone starting in June.  If you do not have 
email, your copy will be available for pick up in the hallway outside the Family Life 
Center.  The change is being made to help reduce church expenses.   

***EVERYONE***  

Please email your email address to Patti at edentonchurch@embarqmail.com 
or drop it by the office.  If you do not have email, let Patti know so that a printed 
copy will be available for you. 
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* denotes same time each week 

SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

      1 

*10 am AA 

3 pm Am Guild of 

Organist 

2 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

9 am Men’s Bible 

Class Breakfast 

6 pm Spring Fling 

Dinner 

3 

*8 pm AA 

*8 pm Al-anon 

4 

*10 am Exercise  

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl   

*12 pm AA 

1 pm Blood Drive 

5:30 pm VBS Mtg 

*6:30 pm Lan-

guage Bridges 

Classes 

*7 pm Bible 

Study 

5 

5 pm Boy Scouts 

*5:30 pm Wednes-

day Night Dinner 

*6:15 pm Christian 

Ed Class 

*6:15 pm Confir-

mation Class 

6:15 pm Witness 

Mtg 

*7:30 pm Choir 

Practice 

*8 pm AA 

6 

*9 am Bible Study 

*10 am Exercise 

*10 am Weight 

Watchers 

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl 

*12 pm AA 

6:30 pm Lang 

Bridges Concert & 

Reception 

7 pm Circle of 

Friends 

7 

*10 am Soaking 

Prayer 

*12:30 pm AA 

8 

9 am CAFFEINE 

Youth Bible 

Study and Break-

fast 

9 

FOOD PANTRY 

SUNDAY 

10 

11:30 am All 

UMW Circles  

11 

 

12 

5 pm Boy Scouts 

 

13 

12 pm Emg Aid 

Luncheon 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

8 am Methodist 

Men 

17 

 

18 

12 noon Lunch 

Bunch 

19 

8 am Life Line 

Screening 

6:15 pm Trustee 

Mtg. 

6:15 pm Outreach 

Mtg 

20 

 

21 

5 pm Wedding 

Rehearsal 

22 

9:30 am Eliz City 

Dist UMW  

5:30 pm Wedding 

23 

 

24 

10:30 am UMW 

Executive Mtg 

12 pm UMW Unit 

Mtg 

25 

2 pm Albemarle 

Commission Sr. 

Games Awards 

Program 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

FIFTH SUN-

DAY/YOUTH 

SUNDAY 

10:30 am Wor-

ship Service and 

Lunch 

31 

MEMORIAL 

DAY 

Office Closed 

     


