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From our Pastor’s desk 
NC ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Edenton United Methodist Church was well represented by its two pastors and three lay 

members at the recent session of our annual conference in Greenville, NC. 

One of the major items of business for this conference was voting on amendments to our 

denominationôs constitution, which is found in the opening chapters of our Book of Dis-

cipline.  There were an unprecedented 32 proposed amendments in 5 distinct areas which, 

if passed, would greatly change the nature of our denomination and consequently the 

various local churches.  At this writing, it seems that none of those amendments which 

would have altered the overall structure of our denomination will receive the necessary 

2/3rds vote to become church law.  What does seem likely to pass are amendments relat-

ing to our churchesô membership being open to all people without regard to race, gender 

or status, another giving voting privileges to all pastors serving local churches, and an-

other which allows the UMC in Bermuda (technically a British territory) to be adminis-

tered by the Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference. 

Other highlights from annual conference were a night of workshops relating to the annual 

conferenceôs theme: ñA Future With Hopeò which were offered on Thursday evening.  

Fridayôs highlight was three learning sessions with the Reverend Adam Hamilton, noted 

author and pastor of the largest United Methodist Church in America, Resurrection UMC 

in Kansas City.  In his estimation, unless the church changes, innovates, or improves, it 

will die.  Sobering thoughts to consider as we move into the second decade of the 21st 

century. 

Minimum salaries for pastors and salaries for District Superintendents were, in light of 

the worldôs present economic condition, frozen at 2009 levels for 2010, with large votes 

of support from all who were affected.  We approved a budget for 2011, revised the 

budget for 2010, and in general, had consensus on most every issue.  In fact, the resolu-

tions committee made their entire presentation in just under 30 minutes, the briefest de-

bates in memory! 

Other information from annual conference is available upon request from any of us, we 

would be glad to talk with you!  Our daily newsletters are posted on the bulletin board 

outside the office area, and you can go online to www.nccumc.org for additional reports. 

STEWARDSHIP FROM THE PASTORôS VIEWPOINT 

 Elsewhere in this newsletter youôll find listed the amount of offerings received to 

date towards our 2009 budget, and Rolfe has been making regular reports on fifth Sun-

days.  I would like to thank Rolfe for the manner in which he is keeping us all informed.  

Iôve never served a church so well-informed as this one! 

 We are, however, behind in our overall giving and in paying out our financial obliga-

tions.   We have paid 100% of all our local bills- our mortgage on the new building, sala-

ries, program, insurance premiums, maintenance, etc.- but to date we have only paid 10% 

(we should have paid over 50% by now) towards our district and annual conference ap-

portionments, those funds which go out into the world to do the work of Jesus Christ. 

 My brothers and sisters, it is not right for us to take care of ourselves only.  Christ 

did not bid us to look out only for ourselves.  In scripture we are told that a faith that does 

not respond to a need is not a saving faith at all (James 2:14-18).  I urge you as your pas-

tor to go the extra mile in your giving, and be the church that God has called us to be! 

JULY 4  

CEREMONY 
Mark your calendars for 

Sunday July 5.  Gospel 

recording artist Stephen 

Hill will be performing in 

the Family Life Center at 

5p.m.  The community is 

invited to be a part of this 

great event.  Stephen per-

forms regularly with the 

Gaither Gospel Group and 

travels across the country 

sharing his gift of music.  

You will be blessed.  A 

free will offering will be 

collected. 

http://www.nccumc.org
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The Messenger 

Please leave your items for the August issue by Sunday, July 26th in the Messenger Mailbox in the church office. 

CHILDRENôS FUN DAY 

Thurs- day July 30 

has been set as 

Fun Day.  All 

children are invited 

to join in the fel-

lowship as we travel 

to Man- teo to see 

the Lost Colony Childrenôs Theatre Pro-

duction of "CHARLOTTES WED"  We 

will leave the church at 7 :15 a.m.  Fol-

lowing the performance we will have a 

brown bag picnic at the Swimming Hole 

in Manteo.  Please bring your bathing suit 

and plan on a fun day.  Contact Rev. 

Susie for more information.  The cost is 

$7 per person.  RSVP to the church office 

by July 20. 

VISIONING WORKSHOP 

So whatôs all this ñboxò stuff about??? It is about a weekend 

of visioning the future of Edenton United Methodist Church 

in all its various ministries . . . it is about being the Body of 

Christ in our community . . . it is about envisioning a future 

and hope. It is an invitation to rethink church. 

What if church wasnôt just about Sunday, but also about the 

other days of the week? What if church wasnôt a place we 

go, but something we do? A menu of adventure. An active verb. Instead of a noun. What 

if church was the way church was in the beginning? Outbound. Unbound. Active. What 

if church looked at itself with seekersô eyes? What if church wasnôt just a building, but 

thousands of doors? What if church was more of an out-of-church experience? An op-

portunity to prove what we say we believe, with our lives. Then, perhaps, Sunday could 

be a day of rest and reflection on all that we had accomplished Monday through Satur-

day . . . What if we rethink church? Not in terms of what it is, but what it could be. And 

what if we convince the world to do the same? 

Be here. Starting 6:00 pm on Friday, July 17, through 6:30 pm on Saturday, July 18. 

Youôll be glad you came! 

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 

Thank you for your prayers for VBS.  

Seventy-six children and thirty staff 

people learned about Paul and the Un-

derground church in Rome as they ex-

perienced what life was like for early 

Christians. We heard from Paul that 

ñnothing can separate us from Godôs 

love.ò  We know that Godôs love is 

always with us.  St. Anne Catholic 

Church was the host church this year 

and we appreciate their leadership and 

all the adults and teens from St. Paulôs 

Episcopal and EUMC who taught 

Godôs Word.  Next year EUMC will 

host the Ecumenical Vacation Bible 

School and it is scheduled for the last 

week in July.  Save the Date. 

Dear Church Family, 

I wish to thank the many 

members of the church who 

made donations to my mis-

sion trip to Costa Rica. I 

leave July 2nd for training 

at Liberty University.  From 

there we travel as a group to 

Costa Rica where we will 

work with a prison, commu-

nity and church ministries.  

I am looking forward to this 

opportunity and I appreciate 

your continued prayers and 

support throughout my jour-

ney. 

Van Johnson, Jr. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

 Budget neededðJanuary through June  $237,725 

 Collected through June      190,829 

  SHORTFALL    $  46,896 
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The man slowly looked up. This was a woman clearly ac-

customed to the finer things of life. Her coat was new. She 

looked like she had never missed a meal in her life. His 

first thought was that she wanted to make fun of him, like 

so many others had done before. 

"Leave me alone," he growled...  

To his amazement, the woman continued standing. She 

was smiling -- her even white teeth displayed in dazzling 

rows. "Are you hungry?" she asked.  

"No," he answered sarcastically. "I've just come from din-

ing with the president. Now go away." The woman's smile 

became even broader.  Suddenly the man felt a gentle hand 

under his arm.  

"What are you doing, lady?" the man asked angrily. "I said 

to leave me alone.  

Just then a policeman came up. "Is there any problem, 

ma'am?" he asked..  

"No problem here, officer," the woman answered. "I'm just 

trying to get this man to his feet. Will you help me?" 

The officer scratched his head.  "That's old Jack. He's been 

a fixture around here for a couple of years. What do you 

want with him?" 

"See that cafeteria over there?" she asked. "I'm going to 

get him something to eat and get him out of the cold for 

awhile." 

"Are you crazy, lady?" the homeless man resisted. "I don't 

want to go in there!" Then he felt strong hands grab his 

other arm and lift him up.  "Let me go, officer. I didn't do 

anything." 

"This is a good deal for you, Jack," the officer answered. 

"Don't blow it." 

Finally, and with some difficulty, the woman and the po-

lice officer got Jack into the cafeteria and sat him at a table 

in a remote corner. It was the middle of the morning, so 

most of the breakfast crowd had already left and the lunch 

bunch had not yet arrived.  The manager strode across the 

cafeteria and stood by his table. 

"What's going on here, officer?" he asked.  "What is all 

this, is this man in trouble?" 

"This lady brought this man in here to be fed," the police-

man answered.  

"Not in here!" the manager replied angrily. "Having a per-

son like that here is bad for business." 

Old Jack smiled a toothless grin. "See, lady. I told you so. 

Now if you'll let me go. I didn't want to come here in the 

first place." 

The woman turned to the cafeteria manager and smiled. 

"Sir, are you familiar with Eddy and Associates, the bank-

ing firm down the street?" 

"Of course I am," the manager answered impatiently. 

"They hold their weekly meetings in one of my banquet 

rooms." 

"And do you make a goodly amount of money providing 

food at these weekly meetings?" 

"What business is that of yours?" 

I, sir, am Penelope Eddy, president and CEO of the com-

pany."  

"Oh.." 

The woman smiled again. "I thought that might make a 

difference." She glanced at the cop who was busy sti-

fling a giggle. "Would you like to join us in a cup of cof-

fee and a meal, officer?"  

"No thanks, ma'am," the officer replied. "I'm on duty." 

"Then, perhaps, a cup of coffee to go?" 

"Yes, ma'am. That would be very nice." 

The cafeteria manager turned on his heel, "I'll get your 

coffee for you right away, officer."  

The officer watched him walk away.  "You certainly put 

him in his place," he said.  

"That was not my intent. Believe it or not, I have a rea-

son for all this." 

She sat down at the table across from her amazed dinner 

guest She stared at him intently. "Jack, do you remember 

me?" 

Old Jack searched her face with his old, rheumy eyes "I 

think so -- I mean you do look familiar."  

"I'm a little older perhaps," she said. "Maybe I've even 

filled out more than in my younger days when you 

worked here, and I came through that very door, cold 

and hungry."  

"Ma'am?" the officer said questioningly.  He couldn't 

believe that such a magnificently turned out woman 

could ever have been hungry.  

"I was just out of college," the woman began. "I had 

come to the city looking for a job, but I couldn't find 

anything.  Finally I was down to my last few cents and 

had been kicked out of my apartment. I walked the 

streets for days. It was February and I was cold and 

nearly starving. I saw this place and walked in on the off 

chance that I could get something to eat."  

Jack lit up with a smile.  "Now I remember," he said. "I 

was behind the serving counter. You came up and asked 

me if you could work for something to eat. I said that it 

was against company policy." 

"I know," the woman continued.  "Then you made me 

the biggest roast beef sandwich that I had ever seen, 

gave me a cup of coffee, and told me to go over to a cor-

ner table and enjoy  it. I was afraid that you would get 

into trouble. Then, when I looked over, I saw you put the 

price of my food in the cash register I knew then that 

everything would be all right." 

"So you started your own business?" Old Jack said. 

"I got a job that very afternoon. I worked my way 

up.    Eventually I started my own business that, with the 

help of God, prospered." She opened her purse and 

pulled out a business card. "When you are finished here, 

I want you to pay a visit to a Mr. Lyons.  He's the per-

sonnel director of my company. 

I'll go talk to him now and I'm certain he'll find some-

thing for you to do around the office." She smiled.  "I 

think he might even find the funds to give you a little 

advance so that you can buy some clothes and get a 

place to live until you get on your feet. 

If you ever need anything, my door is always opened to 

you." 

There were tears in the old man's eyes. "How can I ever 

thank you?" he said. 

REMEMBER TO BE A BLESSING 



 

Visit the church website at http://www.edentonumc.org.  The website has the latest information and activities.  Please 

send any content suggestions, additions, or corrections to BJ Lynch  at bjl316@yahoo.com. 
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The North Carolina Conference School of Christian 

Mission is Wednesday, July 22 through Saturday, 

July 25, 2009, at Methodist University in Fayette-

ville, NC.  Registration will begin at 3 P.M. Wednes-

day in the Clark Building.  Overnight accommoda-

tions will be on campus.  

Music plus a Native American music and dance team 

will open the program on Wed. at 7 P.M. 

On Thursday, July 23, the first study will be Native 

Americans:  Giving our Hearts Away. 

This is a repeat of last yearôs study.  The study lead-

ers will be the Dr. Ruth D. Woods, Rev. Sylvia 

Collins-Ball, and Gary Locklear. 

Thursday night the program will be on the Sudan.  

Judy Nutter traveled earlier this year with the General 

Board of Global Ministries and will present a per-

sonal view of the Sudan. 

On Friday, July 24, the second study will be The 

Beauty and Courage of Sudan:  Why a Dream of 

Peace is Possible.  The study explores the history that 

began in Biblical times, as well as the ethnicities, re-

ligions, and languages of the country.  The study will 

also touch on wars, the contribution of the Sudanese 

women to peace, culture, and other challenges.  The 

study leaders will be Judy Nutter, LaNella Smith, and 

Steve Taylor. 

Friday night will be the first session on Food and 

Faith.  This study is about how faith is nurtured, 

strengthened and enhanced by food and how food 

touches our lives.  The sessions will be led by Brenda 

Brown and Rev. Tom Greener. 

Saturday, July 25, Rev. Grace Hackney and Brenda 

Ballard will lead the sessions. 

(Registration forms for the School of Christian 

Mission are available from the UMW box located 

in the church office.  Donôt delay!!) 

The UMW theme for 2009 is ñCreate a Pure Heart.ò  

In Godôs Mission, we are sent out to create.  Psalm 

51:10 says Create in me a pure heart, O God, and 

renew a steadfast spirit within me.  The cross in the 

quadrennial logo represents the redeeming Love of 

Jesus that gives us the chance to create a relationship 

with God.  How often do we share the redeeming 

love of Jesus?  Would you like to surprise someone 

you love or remember with a special gift?  For a 

$5.00 Gift to Mission, you can honor someone in 

whom you see the love of Jesus by their acts of ser-

vice and love to others. 

The ñCreate a Pure Heartò project honoree names 

will be displayed on a white cross that will be pre-

sented at the annual meeting in October.  Honorees 

will receive an acknowledgement card that tells them 

of their honor and by whom the ñGift to Missionsò 

was given. 

EUMC Missions Event: 

Shana Harrison, a UM Missionary to Chile will be 

our special speaker on Wednesday, August 26, 2009, 

at 12 P.M. 

Pastor Susie is making the arrangements.  She will 

send letters to the Elizabeth City District Churches, 

invite our community, and handle publicity. 

Our UMW will serve lunch.  Watch for further infor-

mation coming soon!! 

Donôt forget to read Three Cups of Tea, our study for 

our book review in September.  Copies of the book 

are available in the EUMC Library. 

Continued from page 3. 

"Don't thank me," the woman answered. "To God goes 

the glory. Thank Jesus.  He led me to you." 

Outside the cafeteria, the officer and the woman paused at 

the entrance before going their separate ways."  Thank 

you for all your help, officer," she said. 

"On the contrary, Ms. Eddy," he answered. "Thank you. I 

saw a miracle today, something that I will never forget.  

And thank you for the coffee."  

If you have missed knowing me, you have missed noth-

ing. If you have missed some of my emails, you might 

have missed a laugh.  

But, if you have missed knowing my LORD and SAV-

IOR, JESUS CHRIST, you have missed everything in the 

world.  

Have a Wonderful Day. May God Bless You Always.. 

And don't forget that when you "cast your bread upon the 

waters," you never know how it will be returned to you.  

God is so big He can cover the whole world with His 

Love and so small He can curl up inside your heart. 

When God leads you to the  edge of the cliff, trust Him 

fully and let go, only 1 of 2 things will happen,  either 

He'll catch you when you fall, or He'll teach you how to 

fly! 'The  power of one sentence! God is going to shift 

things around for you today and  let things work in your 

favor.  God closes doors no man can open & God opens 

doors no man can close. Have a blessed day and remem-

ber to be a blessing... 



* denotes same time each week 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 

*7 pm Contempo-

rary Team Practice 

*8pm AA 

2 

*9 am Bible Study 

*10 am Exercise 

*11 am Weight 

Watchers 

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl 

*12 pm AA 

*6 pm Divorce 

Care 

3 

*10 am Soaking 

Prayer 

*12:30 pm AA 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

4 

*10 am AA 

5 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

9 am Menôs Bible 

Class Breakfast 

5 pm Stephen Hill 

Patriotic Concert 

 

6 

*8 pm AA 

*8 pm Al-Anon 

7 

*10 am Exercise  

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl   

*12 pm AA 

1-7 pm Blood 

Drive 

*7 pm Bible 

Study 

8 

6:15 pm Outreach 

Committee 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

FOOD PANTRY 

SUNDAY 

5 pm Trustees 

Mtg. 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

6:00-9:30 pm 

Visioning Work-

shop 

 

18 

1:00-6:30 pm 

Visioning Work-

shop 

 

19 

8 am Methodist 

Men 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

6-11 pm Bertie 

Kairos Teaming 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

6-11 pm Bertie 

Kairos Teaming 

 



WEôRE ON THE WEB! 
HTTP://WWW.EDENTONUMC.ORG 

225 Virginia Road 

PO Box 37 

Edenton, NC 27932-0037 

 

Phone: 252.482.3269 

Fax: 252.482.2964 

E-mail: edentonchurch@embarqmail.com 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONðSunday School classes 

continue for the summer for all ages at 10 and 11 a.m.  

The Adult classes who use the International Bible Lesson 

will be studying Deuteronomy and Leviticus exploring 

how Israel was called to be Godôs people. 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVEðThe next blood Drive 

will be held in the family Life Center on Tuesday, July 

7th from 1ð7 p.m.  Please give the ñGift of Lifeò.  There 

were 81 units of blood donated during the last blood 

drive on May 5th.  The goal this month is 90 units. 

FOOD PANTRYðFood Pantry Sunday is July 12th.  

The product of the month for EUMC is canned or dried 

peas. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDðThe Community Care 

Clinic near Tyner needs volunteers to assist needy patients 

with forms and to provide receptionist type duties for the 

facility. Volunteers must complete a brief orientation at 

the hospital. If interested contact the Clinic. 

METHODIST MENôS YARD SALEðThe yard sale 

held on Saturday, June 27th was a success.  UMM made 

$2,666.  In addition to that we are putting several items on 

Craigôs List and/or eBay which should bring up the earn-

ings.  We would like to thank everyone who donated item 

and those who gave their time.  Thank you. 


