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THOUGHTS 7ROM PASTOR CHARLES
The Banner of Freedom

“For freedom, Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”—
Galatians 5:1

This year, we Americans are celebrating the 234™ anniversary of our nation’s “declaration of independence,”
and we would do well to consider the concept of freedom as it is contained in Paul’s letter to the churches of
Galatia. There Paul gives a warning to those whom God has made free; the gift of freedom brings with it re-
sponsible action.

That implies that in order for freedom to be available to all, we must make certain sacrifices. Those who
sought freedom for our nation 234 years ago would pay a great price.

Fifty-six men signed the Declaration of Independence. Their conviction resulted in untold sufferings for them-
selves and their families. Of the 56 men, five were captured by the British and tortured before they died.
Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their sons in the Revolutionary Army. Another had
two sons captured. Nine of the fifty-six fought and died from wounds or hardships of the war.

Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and trader, saw his ships sunk by the British navy. He sold his
home and properties to pay his debts and died in poverty.

At the battle of Yorktown, the British General Cornwallis had taken over Thomas Nelson's home for his head-
quarters. Nelson quietly ordered General George Washington to open fire on the Nelson home. The home
was destroyed and Nelson died bankrupt.

John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she was dying. Their thirteen children fled for their lives. His
fields and mill were destroyed. For over a year, he lived in forest and caves, returning home only to find his
wife dead and his children vanished. A few weeks later, he died from exhaustion.

Freedom is not free. It is extremely costly, and thus of great value to us. Why did these patriots make this sac-
rifice? Because they chose to live the golden rule, to love their neighbor as they loved themselves. They paid
the price.

Our God has paid an even greater price for our freedom. God took a risk in creating us in His image, as crea-
tures of choice and free will. Almost immediately that gift was abused in the Garden of Eden. Even to this
day we fail to appreciate the gift of God’s grace and its implications for responsible living.

But that does not lessen the value of what God has done to make us free. God has provided for us an exem-
plary life to observe, consider and follow in His Son, Jesus Christ. If we choose to follow Jesus, we can bene-
fit from the great sacrifice of Jesus; we can know the most precious freedom imaginable. Jesus died on the
cross so that we might be saved, and be truly free. Be thankful for His great sacrifice, and for all who have

paid the price for your privilege of freedom! J/Még)
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Welcome Paﬂb@ yw&a

Giving thanks to God the Father at all times and formusic, and | grew up singing in the church —a very

everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 5:20

The words of St. Paul roll around in my head as | re-
flect on the first six days of my appointment to the
Edenton United Methodist Church. Moving to a new
appointment is a tiring and somewhat stressful en-
deavor. The inherent stresses have been eased as |
have found kind people who have helped to feed us; I
have found people to pray with us; I have found peo-
ple who are eager to share the story of this wonderful
community. Who would not be filled with gratitude?
Pondering the rich blessings | have experienced in the
past six days has caused me to give thanks for the
richness of my life. As a way of introducing myself,
please allow me to share with you some of my history
for which | give thanks.

I was born and baptized a Methodist and confirmed a
United Methodist. | am a cradle Methodist. | was
born in Montgomery Alabama and baptized by the
late Bishop Joel McDavid at First Methodist Church.
My family moved to Atlanta, Georgia when | was
five years old, and my parents chose a church with a
strong music program. The Webbs are lovers of good

happy memory. | am the youngest of four and take
great delight in spending times with my siblings
whenever possible.

Seminary brought me to North Carolina. After
graduating from Huntingdon College, | came to Dur-
ham to attend Duke Divinity School. In 1990, | was
ordained an elder in full connection in the North
Carolina Conference of the UMC. | have been
blessed to serve in a variety of ministerial settings
ranging from a neonatal hospital chaplain, rural cir-
cuit rider and faith-based non profit director. Each
season has provided a rich setting for service to
God’s people.

I am married to the Reverend Reuben L. Bowden, Jr.
(Larry) and have been blessed with two sons: Jacob,
22, a student at UNC — Asheville and Charles, 19, a
student entering the Fire Science Program at Durham
Technical Community College. This is Larry and my
first move without the boys, and while I miss them
deeply, I give thanks to God that they have found
good places to be in this season of their lives. So,
truly, I give thanks to God the Father at all times and
for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Julia

The following recipe is not in the Methodist Cookbook.

If you have other recipes that are not in the cookbook

that you would like to share, email the church office. They will be included in the newsletter monthly.

CABBAGE SALAD

SALAD

Large head cabbage, shredded (I usually use 2 bags of shredded cabbage)

4 Apples, chopped

3 Broccoli crowns, chopped

4 Pkgs. Roma noodles, broken (no flavor)
DRESSING

1 Cup sugar

1 Cup rice vinegar
1-1/2 Cup olive oil

Y2 tsp. black pepper

This recipe makes a lot of salad. It does keep in the refrigerator for several

days.

2 Bunches green onions, chopped
1 Bag craisins
2 Bags sliced almonds



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cabbage+salad+with+ramen+noodles
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Time to worry?

The Stewardship and Finance Committees jointly made a decision this year to begin reporting the results of
each week’s stewardship in the Bulletin. For many years, we’ve reported the amount collected each week and
the “weekly needs” of the church, showing the net amount over or under our budget. This year, we are also
reporting the cumulative amount over or under budget. As of today, this amount has grown to over $43,000,
at just about the half way point in the year. If this trend were to continue, we will end the year about 20%
short of our budget. That’s alarming!

However, the picture is not complete. First, the amount we show for “budget” is simply the annual budget,
divided by 52 weeks. It doesn’t reflect any seasonal factors or the actual flow of our expenses. For example,
it costs more to cool the building in the summer months and heat it in the winter than it does in the spring and
fall. So our utility bill goes up and down each month—and it’s one of our largest expenses. Second, giving
varies by season. Historically, our lowest period of giving is from Easter through Labor Day, and our highest
period of giving is in the last quarter of the year.

A more complete view is to look at our revenue (stewardship) and our expenses—the actual bills we’ve paid.
On that basis, we’re OK. We’ve been able to meet our payroll, pay our other bills and even contribute to our
Connectional Apportionment (the amount we give to support Methodism beyond the walls of our church).

We are about at the same point this year as we were at this time last year. But, we’re entering summer time—
and that was the focus of last month’s Stewardship Update—we need to continue to maintain and even step up
our contributions!

What can we do? Prayerfully considering our contributions is the first step. As I’ve reported before, each
giving unit (family) in our church needs to provide about $2900 per year ($240 per month) for us to meet our
budget. If you are contributing less than that amount, please consider increasing your contribution. Anything
you do will help! The second step is to move toward tithing—honoring the Biblical concept of “first fruits”—
giving a fixed amount from our abundance to continue the work God is doing through Edenton United Meth-
odist Church. If each of us tithed, we’d not only meet our needs, but we’d have a nice surplus to expand our
work in these difficult times.

Time to worry? I’ll let you be the judge of that. But it is time for ACTION.
Thank you for your faithful stewardship.

Chair
Stewardship Committee

American
RedCross

The next blood drive is
Tuesday, July 6, from 1
p.m. to 7 p.m. in the fam-
ily Life center. The goal
is 98 units. Please come
and give the gift of life.

The Methodist Men’s yard sale on
June 5th was successful yielding a
total of $3,500. It was

voted to give
$1,000 to our
church building
fund. Thank
you for your
help. The Meth-
odist Men will not meet during
July and August.

In May, 160 families
with 344 individuals
were served. We have
started construction of a
1 500 sq. ft. addition to the
building. The additional
space will provide much
needed food storage area
and a third interview room to expedite
the distribution of food to the needy.
Food Pantry Sunday is July 11th.



http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=food+pantry
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United Methodist Women
Waomen's Division

School of Christian Mission is July 2124, 2010, at Methodist University, 5400 Ramsey St., Fayetteville,
NC.

The 3 studies include:
The Beauty and Courage of Sudan: Why a Dream of Peace is Possible

Sudan’s history in Biblical times; the country’s ethnicities, religion and languages, possible causes of wars,
and Sudanese women’s contribution to the peace process and to the culture as a whole, as well as current chal-
lenges.

Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity

Explores the foundation for Christian mission. World changes lead Christian disciples to seek new ways to
communicate our understanding of our faith and God’s mind.

t he God:

Who wrote the Letters? To whom were they written? What do they mean to us today? These guestions and
more are offered in the study. Common references such as the polarity between life and death, light and dark-
ness, truth and falsehood are explored.

Registration - Wednesday 3:00 to 9:00 PM

Gathering - Wednesday 7:00 PM Surprise!

Gathering - Thursday 7:00 PM Joy to the World! (Role play by Rev. Linda Harris)
Gathering - Friday 6: 00 PM H. O.P.E. (Heavenods

Who should Attend? All men, women, and youth who like to worship God, learn new things, and enjoy the
fellowship of Christians are invited to attend. UMW members and Officers and Outreach Ministries.

For Love of Johnds Letters

Oown

Contact EUMC office for Registration Form. (Roommate registration forms should be mailed together.)

Ewva in Z?mo(a«

You will notice the above name appearing on your
prayer list for the next year. Eva is our 19 year old
granddaughter, and she will shortly depart from Mu-
nich, Germany where she lives with our son and his
wife, to fly to Frankfurt, to Dubai, Etebe and then
Kampala, Uganda, north of Lake Victoria in eastern
Africa. She will live there for a year, in a village
without electricity or running water.

In answer to the questions in all of your hearts; yes,
we are frightened for her; and yes, we are proud of
her. She will be working for the German Develop-
mental Society beginning August 1 (after arduous
training and multi-faceted preparation), teaching Eng-
lish, Science and Math, and sports to children, and

what is called Professional Training (sewing, for ex-
ample) to their mothers. She will do this with another
student from Germany, an adult mentor, and a staff of
Ugandan teachers. She will receive $100.00

monthly, and will buy the old bicycle of the student
she is replacing, hoping to be able to ride to a
"connected" village from time to time. She will keep
us informed someway. It is then my plan to pass
along some of her writings.

And so it is apparent why we solicit your prayers and
thoughts and hopes for her safety and success. She is
sturdy and brave. Godspeed.

Lucille and Rich

Pu
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

WHO: 3 year olds through 5th grade
WHEN: July 26—29 (Monday —Thursday)
WHERE: Edenton United Methodist Church
TIME: 9 am. to 11:50 a.m.

Registration forms are now available in the church office and from Sally Jones, Lee Pow-
ell and Dorothy Trail. Please complete form and return as soon as possible. Important

meeting for all workers is Tuesday, July 20 at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. It is cru-
cial that you be present. Sunday, July 25 will be set up day in the afternoon. The following items are needed

8 Big White Poster Boards Crystal Light Plastic Containers Self-adhesive Hole reinforce-
2 each Blue, Red, Green, Yellow (30) ments (1 package)

Poster Board Large solid Color Paper Plates (40)

Drop Cloths Foam Inspirational Stickers We also need to borrow:

1 Gallon of Yellow Paint Spray bot-  Cookies (No peanuts or peanut but- Tool Boxes (empty)

tles ter) Tool Belts

Sandwich bags Pretzels, Raisins, Goldfish Crackers g, Horses

3 Rolls Masking Tape Dixie Cups (120) Paint Brushes 17 to 3” and 1/2
Permanent Markers Construction Paper (40 Sheets) inch.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

For the summer months of June thru August we will reserve the 10 a.m. Sunday morning hours for the pur-
pose of a united church school.

There will be a nursery for infants to 2 year olds; a preschool class for 3 and 4 year olds; a kindergarten to
second grade class, a third to fifth grade class; a middle school class and senior high class.

Adults have five choices: The Holmes Class, Pairs and Spares Class, Men’s Bible Class, Wesley Class, The
Left Overs.

The Holmes Class, Pairs and Spares, and Men’s Bible class will use Adult Bible Studies exploring first and
Second Thessalonians and Philippians to discover “Christian commitment in Today’s World”. The Wesley
Class will learn about Methodism 101.

The Left Overs Summer Series is entitled After/Thought. They will meet in the Family Life Center. They
will have a film each Sunday which will contain relevant messages relating to Christianity and how we live
our lives. We expect the film will require at least two Sundays to show in its entirety, and we will devote the
third Sunday to a discussion of the film’s meaning on the lives of those who will have seen it. Among the
films we are considering/have decided to use are: Groundhog Day; Evan Almighty; Facing the Giants; 12
Angry Men; The Blind Side; Lord, Save us from Your Followers; God Grew Tired of Us; The Last King of
Scotland and Blind Sight.
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PASTOR, STAFF, PARISH
RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Please plan on being with us Sunday July 11h, for a covered dish dinner to welcome our
new associate Pastor Julia WebbBowden and her husband Larry Bowden, (the Pastor of
Hertford UMC).

This will take place in the family life center after the 11:00 service. Plan on bringing a dish,
fellowship and extend a warm welcome our new Associate Pastor and her family.

In Christ,
Chair, PSPR Committee

THANK YOU
Dear Church Family,

Thank you all for your card, condolences and prayers during the recent loss of Curtis’ brother-in law.

Curtis & Nancy

Dear Edenton UMC family,

Words could never express our appreciation for the loving response we’ve received since the diagno-
sis, surgery and now recovery of my illness. The cards, calls, and prayers have helped us get through
this difficult time and has uplifted us spiritually as well.

Thanks for being such a loving, supportive Church and showing God’s love in such a powerful way.
Jim & I love and appreciate you so much.

God bless you!
Linda & Jim

Church Family,

We’d like to thank our church family for all the love and support shown towards Gibson and her fam-
ily during the time of her accident. Please continue to keep Gibson in your prayers as she recovers.

Parrish Family

Visit the church website athttp://www.edentonumc.org.
The website has the latest information and activities.



JULY 2010

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3
*10 am Exercise *12:30 pm AA *10 am AA
*10 am Weight
Watchers
*11:15 am Prayer
Shawl
*12 pm AA

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

COMMUNION *8 pm AA *10 am Exercise *8pm AA

SUNDAY *8 pm Al-anon *11:15 am Prayer

9 am Men’s Bible Shawl

Class Breakfast

Church Office *12 pm AA
Closed 1:00 Blood Drive

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

FOOD PAN- 6:15 pm Outreach

TRY SUNDAY Meeting

12:15pm Covered 6:15 pm Witness

Dish & Welcome Meeting

for Pastor Julia

18 19 20 21 22 23

12:30pm Church 12 pm Lunch 6:30 pm Trustee

School Teacher Bunch Meeting

Training 5:30 pm VBS

Meeting
25 26 27 28 29 30
VACATIONIBIBLE SCHOOL | 6 9 AM. TO 1160 A.M

* denotes same time each wee

The Messenger

Please leave your items for the August issue by Monday, July 26th in the Messenger Mailbox in the church office.
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