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OciHorole The Box

On the third weekend of July, our congregation held its
first of what we hope will be regular retreats. This first
event was called “Outside the Box” and by anyone’s esti-
mation it was a great success- 70+ people attended either
the Friday night session, the Saturday afternoon discus-
sions, or both. Discussions were lively and shared with
great respect for the differences of opinion that are inher-
ent in a congregation that has grown to over 625 members
in the past few years. In an effort to share some of the
theme with the rest of the congregation we are including
excerpts from the two Friday night talks given by our Lay
Leader, Pam and Pastor Charles. The second half of each
speech will be published in the September newsletter.

This is Pam’s talk-

This visioning weekend has been a dream that has been
forming for the past 2 years. We anticipate it to be the
first of its kind followed by other opportunities, with dif-
ferent emphasis, every 6 months or so.

As you read on your i nvi
with an open mind prepared to participate; not just antici-
pate. | By tomorrow
start of one) to move EUMC forward into 2010. That is
certainly a goal for this weekend. However, please be
open to the Holy Spirit and the fact that you just might be

revived spiritually tdraus
things happen when God mixes with us!!!
Our theme for this
tor Charles heard

Corporate America uses many clichés today and thinking
outside the box is probably one of the most overused. But
it has provided us with a great visual for this time together.
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teraction with other believers and to take what we receive
out into our community.

Several Sundays ago, Susie shared in her sermon that we
come to church to fill our tanks and then we go out into
the world to empty ourselves of the love and grace that we
have received. It is sort of like being on an airplane and
the flight attendant t el
own mask on first before helping someone who is with
you. I We have to take
ready to care for others. When we go out into the commu-
nity, remember it is not to minister to each other; or to
people we like or who look like us; but it is to touch the
lives of the unchurched, the nonbelievers or those who are
simply disgruntled by the perceived hypocrites who they
think are sitting in the pews.

TO BE CONTINUED.. ..

[Between Pam’s talk and Charles’ we viewed a video en-
titled “RETHINK CHURCH” which will be shown again
tatadriouomeetings @ftour dogregstionw Bearlkociapdtq
post the video on our church website

ni g htwww.wdentonanit.org) |aldd othess Vike it ean he viavad

online at www.10thousanddoors.org]

This is Pastor Charles’ talk-
Thig gideq 1gpreggnts a googk édep @fnphas The United
Methodist Church thinks is relevant for its future. What
rabs me is the question
—Puygi deehhgeBax nly
t he box j us

For instance, I recall my first D.S. Paul Edwards in dis-
cussing my call to ministry and my need to know if it was
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Over the years, we have allowed our church and ourwor- ' €al , responded by saying —
ship experience t o g eRethink—b@k & manyjyeprs fomqowjop yoyr gleath-hedyeu t o
Church! wonder: _Should | have been

I wish we had time to go around the room and let each of
you share your earliest church experiences. It could be a
very eye-opening exercise as those early experiences form
your notion of how church is supposed to be. I was raised
in a FWB church in rural Beaufort County and grew up
being a very traditional thinker about my worship experi-
ence. That experience did not change when I moved to
Hertford Baptist Church in my teenage years and then to
EUMC in my 20s.

It was only after Jimmy and I attended the Walk to Em-
maus in the early 90s that I realized my past experiences
with church were not all there is to worship! It was
through that experience that worship became alive and fun
and a happy place to be. I began to understand that I WAS
the church..all of us

ing.WE are the church!
bility to make church and worship a verb rather than a
noun. Worship/church should be active; not passive. We
do not come to church for Pastors Charles and Susie to
entertain us; we come to this building for worship; for in-

sobering thought from one I considered to be very wise
indeed.

—What if 2l One
is the saying Pam quoted
generation away from exti
every generation of Christians has had before it the pri-

mary responsibility to transmit the saving faith that God

requires of us to the next generation of Christians. If one

generation fails to do that, then Christianity could con-

ceivably come to a halt.

quot e

The church is, and always has been, about change. The
church's responsibility
change the culture all around us to reflect the One who
created the universe.

love music; it has always been an important part of my
life. I have some things here that Peggy and I have col-
lected related to that love of music. Here is an album of
Bing Crosby Christmas songs: note that it really is an
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OoiHoide The Bor (CorAinued)

—al bumll there are sever al
are sleeves holding what at the time was the latest in tech-
nology: 78 rpms. These things are well on their way to be-
ing 70 years old! They are practically indestructible. But
sometime about 50 years ago, technology changed and we

sipging thedamd Christ@as songs@ikmy (Pedas hddidmll )
on those old 78s. The message is the same; the medium
is what has changed. So it is with the gospel message.
What would the apostle Paul be doing today? How
would he communicate his message about the Savior?

had 45s and 33 1/ 3 rpms; Her esedwhae Vegyelwauestc atl &
—al buml , John Denver ' s -4Br éheavtoddsbt on Itlevisisn! and onlthe énternetaabdcher t 3
years ago someone came up with 8-track cassettes that you woul d be —bl oggingll his t hc¢
could carry around with you on the floorboard of your car in  titudes with the message of salvation.
an old shoebox. Not too long after that came these tiny little —Chandgel then as Pa not e
cassettes that would hol-d ablobu. acn, Eour‘s.wor{nh otf
; the real busingss of the churgh . Our job is to make dis-
still called an —al bum. I Gl el DrRLU % Yo a s ca
. . . c1‘?les orCJBsus rist. T(}])a 1ﬁnp11 S hatv&eta ¢ per-
little plastic disks called " CDsIl and, T0"an, ehol d,
still called —al bums. I qugdat}{?,, Y.gung. peo e Ff
: . s, do¢s it not?,’So our, Siges 1sd?]01p1n ten[onﬁ.
around their entire coIIecﬁfilo,nA %f.—ad. U ms n Ring
—i P o-thsellr e * s andnit iR #solutely full of music isciplc: At other times and In Othcr contexts we wou
. speak of %reachmlgt e good news to sinners, in orde{ tQ
(mostly bluegrass music!), an -V &gﬁ)s t!) .walt. ched
; K makF tplem sainty. And thaf would be the bu§1ness of the
—Godfatherll movies on thlschurc rngt , an prctures. ;
of things called —al bumsl. hNow the interesting thin
music hasn‘t changed over the years. |l “ve got Bing

Cive Thoughits Coitbide The Bow Foaslor Susie Fileh-Stitee

A special word of thanks is given to everyone for making
last weekends visioning retreat such a positive and encour-
aging experience. It was a great time as many insights were
shared and explored.

*The things that we can add or do differently include
offering ministries to the community on a deeper level
of involvement-more of a spiritual witness, marketing
and advertising, communications, offering new member

es

The question on all of o u§ducatign gongegning thg ghurch and ways of peing ir- g
The Administrative Board and the Council on Ministries are volved 1n its ministries, reaching out t(? marginal mem-
set to meet August 9 to begin to process all that was dis- bers and those who are no longer attending.
cussed and to make plans for the implementation of the * The price we are willing to pay for these things are a
ideas and suggestions. deeper commitment of time, talents and gifts. We are
In order to help this process and to assist us in keeping the willing to sacrifice our preconceptions of ourselves, oth-
vision fresh and complete, I would like to share with you the ~ 'S and the needs of the community, to use new technol- )
common ideas and threads that were mentioned in our small °9Y for greater ministri
group discussions. Remember that these remarks were Again, these are just a few of the common thread that
given in response to direct questions and are not directions  were shared on Saturday. A more complete synopsis
set in stone but serves as markers for future discussion and  will be forth coming. Please continue to be in prayer
exploration. about these things. Let us come together to pray as a
The common threads were: church about how God would have us serve him in the
. ] ) . community and in the world. What are the things that

Edenton United Methodist Church exists to spread the gos-  God is asking us to do? It is important that we continue
pel and to make disciples. We are here to meet theneedsof o dream dreams and cast
the community. To offer a building and meeting place for \wher e t here is no Vvision
the community in response to these needs. EUMC exists for  59.1g)
worship and education. _ ) ) I thank each of you for your commitment to serve the
* If EUMC no longer existed the community would miss our [ ord by serving Edenton United Methodist Church. It is
diversity in worship, involvement and volunteer leadership  ap exciting time to be the Church of Jesus Christ! It is
in the community and civic groups. Our facilities would be 4 exciting time to be a part of the Edenton United
greatly missed. Methodist Church!
* The opportunities that we are offering that are worthwhile i you on the Journey,
to us are worship, Bible Studies, variety and choices in op- )
portunities for worship and outreach, outreach to the com- Pastor Susie
munity and fellowship.

Missions Speaker

The Rev. Shana Harrison will be our guest for a luncheon on Wednesday August 26 at noon in the Fellowship Hall.

Shana is an Elder in the NC Conference currently serving as a missionary in Santiago, Chile, as the Director of the La
Esperanza sheltered workshop and group home. La Esperanza is a ministry with mentally and physically disabled

adul ts. Shana is ministering with some of the mdst
how we can support its efforts. A love offering will be received.

Please bring a brown bag lunch. Drinks and desserts will be provided.
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HEALING CONFERENCE 6 AUGUST 29, 2009
10 am- 3 pm

Healing is a metaphor for salvation that encompasses body, mind and spirit. The early
disciples were instructed that healing was to be apart of their ministry to the world and
to be used as a tool in the making of disciples. (Mark 16:17-18) But, is healing still rele-
vant in the Church today? How do we bring the healing ministry to life in our churches
and restore vitality of the healing ministry to the every day ministries of modern disci-
ples?

The Rev. Nigel Mumford will be our guest speaker for this one day conference. He will
answer these and many other questions about the relevance of the healing ministry in
our churches today, and how we can implement this ministry in the life our church.

Fr. Nigel was born and educated in England. He served for six and half years in Her

Majesty‘s Royal Marine Commandos. Hi s per s
instructor, it was my job to teach recruits to kill or be killed. It is now a privilege to
teach people to heal and to be healed. My primary calling is to put people in touch with
Christ the Healer, the Lover of souls. Il Fr.
istries for Christ the King Spiritual Life Center in Greenwich, New York. He is a mem-
ber of the Association of Christian Healing Center in the UK, Vice President of FISH-
NET, an organization to encourage the healing ministries in New England. He is on the
National Advisory Board of Christian Healing Ministries in Jacksonville, Florida, with
Dr. Francis and Judith McNutt. Fr. Nigel also serves as a chaplain with the International
Order of St. Luke the Physician.
The Conference will be held in the Family Life Center. There is a registration fee of $20
which includes lunch. Registration forms are available in the church office.
A Eucharistic Service of Healing Prayer will be held in the sanctuary at 7 pm, the public
is invited to attend.
Please contact Pastor Susie if you would like more information about the conference or
if you would like to help with the conference.
ZIMBABWE ORPHANS FIFTH SUNDAY UNITY
ENDEAVOR SERVICE 1
1;1he Reverenq Greg Jenks, flcl)under of On Sunday, August 30, we will have
the ZOE (Zlmbabwe Orphans  En- a combined worship service at 10:30
deavl(()r) Mlsﬁloﬁ will b.e our guest am consisting of all three worship
speaker at a2 three services OnHSl}lln' services uniting for a special blended
day, August j : .S‘(ou mf“i’l recab that unity service in the main sanctuary
Greg came and visited with us about a of our church. There will be special
year and a half ago, and We were very music from a united choir and BOTH
e;mted to hear about this work and Pastors — Charles and Susie — will
since then have had many from our present a —t eaml ser mo

church who support this mission ei-
ther as individuals or in groups (our
choir for instance). Be sure to come
and hear again about this relevant and
worthwhile mission sponsored by our
denomination, our annual conference,
and most importantly, by us in the
Edenton United Methodist Church!

done that before!) Following the
worship time there will be a fellow-
ship covered dish luncheon in the
Family Life Center, so plan now to
be present and stay for lunch. Sun-
day School will not meet on this par-
ticular Sunday. Future unity services
will be held on all fifth Sundays.

send any content suggestions, additions, or corrections to the church office.

Visit the church website athttp://www.edentonumc.org. The website has the latest information and activities. Please
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DivorceCare just completed our second session towards healing following sepa-
ration and divorce. Seven active participants attended weekly meetings at
EUMC, as well as several social events. The participants represented at least
five area churches. Nursery care was provided by the youth in our congrega-
tion.

DivorceCare is a ministry we are extremely fortunate and grateful to be able to
offer for the community. The response of all participants has been positive. By
no means is the struggle over after 13 weeks, but the tools are in place to be
able to move forward, with God as our guide.

We plan to begin a new session in the fall, so please keep praying for the minis-
try. If you have any questions, or would like to refer someone to the group,
please contact the church office.

United Methodist Women Meetings Resume in September!

Circle of Friends meets in the Old Library on the 2™ Thursday (Sept. 10) at
7:30 pm with a business meeting, program, fellowship, and refreshments.

The Suzanna Wesley Circlene et s i n a me mB'&bndag home on the 2
(Sept. 14) at 10:30 am with a business meeting, program, fellowship, and lunch.

Members bring a sandwich and hostesses for the month provide beverage and

dessert.

The Walking Rainbows Circle meets in the Old Library on the 2" Monday
(Sept. 14) at 10:30 am with a business meeting, program, fellowship, and lunch.
Members bring a sandwich and hostesses for the month provide beverage and
dessert.

The Quarterly Meeting of all UMW Circles will meet on Monday, Sept. 28,
in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies of the church are invited. The meeting be-
gins at noon with prayer, business meeting, and program. The program will be
a discussion Three Cups of Tedy Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin.

(Copies are available in the Church Library.) —
story of a real-life Indiana Jones and his remarkable humanitarian campaign in

the Taliban®s backyard.|I Bring a sandwi ch. Bev
vided.

Dates to Remember!!
UMW Unit Meeting, Mon. Sept. 28 (Executive Board, Wed. Sept. 23)
UMW Unit Meeting, Mon. Nov. 16 (Executive Board, Wed. Nov. 11)

REMINDER - UMW participants in the Reading Program - turn your com-
pleted reading list into Ann by August 9"!

THANK YOU

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the Bible and prayer
shawl. I will be taking both of them with
me to college in the fall. Thank you also,
for all the support and prayers you have
shown me throughout the years. It has
been a joy growing up in this church.

Erin

sfe sfe sfe she sk sk st sfe sfe sfe sfe she she sfe s ske sk sk sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfesfeseskeskeoske ke ek

I would like to extend my gratitude to
Mariola & Charlie, Elizabeth and Jim for

cleaning the grill and stove in our new
kitchen. Your hard work is very much
appreciated.

Kitchen Committee Chair Thelma

2k sk sk sk sk s sk sk s sk sk sk sk sk s sk sk s ok sk ook ok sk s sk skeoskosk skoskosk ok

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for thinking of me at gradua-
tion. The prayer shawl, Bible, cards and
prayers are much appreciated.

Johnathan
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YOUTH NEWS
Busch Gardens Trip

Make your reservations now for the trip to Busch Gardens on Friday, August 7. The group ticket price is $48
per person. You will also need to furnish your own meals and incidentals. We will meet at the church at 7 am,
that's right 7 am. Reservations ar e .Plasarentact Pastorg
Susie to reserve your spot and to pick up your permission slip.

Youth Council Meeting

Members of the Youth Council will meet Sunday, August 16, at 5 pm in the
Youth Room. This will be a planning and organizational meeting for the new
year. Come with fresh ideas, fresh spirits and fresh commitments.

The District Youth Officers and Youth Representatives will meet for a District Youth Council Meeting on
Sunday, August 23, at 5 pm.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Recently, we received the newsletter from our former church. In it, my friend detailed some of the issues they
were facing:

—As t he ¢ h u rrgahizatignal and financial doremitments to fulfill our Ministry and Missions
plans and pay our construction debt become more complex. God continues to work through the hearts of the
congregation and, even in these difficult financial times, the tithes and offerings remain steady.

However, with the current level of giving, it appears we need to cut our Ministry and Missions expenses by
year's end. Historically, the church has experienced an incredible level of giving then, with Decem-
ber representing almost one-fourth of the contributions. The challenge with this blessing is budgeting
and fulfilling our financial commitments during the year.

One of our discipleship commitments is Giving Generously. It is an important part of Spiritual Development
to live the stewardship of our time,t al ent and r blssimgs. Tle disipliacss thé&oyfhl' gising
of your first fruits! We are asking everyone to prayerfully consider the practice of presenting your tithes and
offerings at least monthly. The opportunity is to faithfully and, in a timely manner, give back to Go d * s
vice.ll

Sound familiar? Churches everywhere are struggling to balance their programs with the reality of difficult
economic times. Edenton United Methodist Church has experienced increased contributions, even in this dif-

ficult period. However, we‘re stil]l behind i
fully consider what you can do to increase your support of our church. Accelerating your contributions is one
way that you can hel p. Another is making sur

In good economic times or bad, we find ourselves in this same situation every summer. Our contributions lag
our expenses. Please do what you can to help close this gap.

As a reminder, August 30 i s o0 u rBUGRTNKEDED f | f$a85(R70 S U
of our financial situation, along with providing the status of our building JANS JULY
fund. COLLECTED $219,398

Chai THROUGH JULY
air

Stewardship Committee TOTAL SHORTFALL $ 65,871

nda



The Messengerii May 2009 Page 6

ALETTER FROM YOUR OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Our Re-Think Church Retreat on July 17-18 was an exciting time for Jeanne and me. As co-chairs of the Outreach Min-
istries Committee, we listened with high interest to the group reports and recommendations that were made. The one
thread that was expressed from the reports and our pastors was that it is our obligation as members of Edenton United
Methodist Church to bring souls to Jesus Christ.

In the process of Re-Thinking Church, we found it necessary to Re-Think Outreach and the ministries of Edenton United
Met hodi st Church. Our first review was to determine
active in twenty five different outreach efforts - and there may be more. Listed alphabetically are these 25 identified
ministries.
AA T AL-ANON
ARK DAY CARE
BOY SCOUTS
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB MEALS
CHOWAN COUNTY INTERFAITH
DISASTER RELIEF
CLOTHES CLOSET
DIVORCE CARE
EDENTON EMERGENCY AID
EMMAUS & CHRYSALIS
EXERCISE CLASS
FOOD PANTRY
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
JOY CHOIR MINISTRY
KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY
LANGUAGE BRIDGES MINISTRY
MERCI CENTER AID
METHODIST HOME FOR CHILDREN
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
PUPPET MINISTRY
RED CROSS BLOOD MOBILE
TOOLS & BLANKETS
WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPERS
WEIGHT WATCHERS
WORK TEAMS

In addition to these 25 ministries there are eight special offerings that are a financial form of outreach. Those special
Sundays are:

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
NATIVE AMERICAN SUNDAY
PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY
HUMAN RELATIONS DAY
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
UNITED METHODIST STUDENT DAY
UNITED METHODIST RETIREMENT HOME
METHODIST HOME FOR CHILDREN

As we continue to examine the results of our Re-Think Church Retreat and search for a match of new or additional com-
munity needs and responses, it became clear that the outreach efforts of Edenton United Methodist Church are already
extensive in addressing the many needs of our local community. When measured by the primary comments from the Re-
Think Church meetings, three outreach inadequacies have surfaced. First, most of our church membership is not aware
of the extensive outreach ministries that are in existence and active. Second, most of our church members are not an ac-
tive participant in any one or more of these special outreach efforts. Third, and most important, these outreach ministries
are not always taking the opportunity to use good works to lead people to Jesus Christ.

As weTh+Rek Churchll and the findings a#llinkéuecerronmmmmestiied. a t i
We invite every church member to commit to being an active part of our Outreach Ministries and to weave into these
outreach efforts a concerted effort to be Edenton United Methodist Church disciples for Jesus Christ.

Outreach Co-Chairs

The Messenger

Please leave your items for the September issue by Monday, August 24thin the Messenger Mailbox in the church office.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
*10 am AA
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
COMMUNION *8 pm AA *10 am Exercise *7 pm Contempo- | *9 am Bible Study | *10 am Soaking
SUNDAY *8 pm Al-anon *11:15 am Prayer rary Team Practice *10 am Exercise Prayer
9 am Men|s Bi bl e |Shawl *8 pm AA *11 am Weight *12:30 pm AA
Class Breakfast *12 pm AA Watchers
*7 pm Bible *11:15 am Prayer
Study Shawl
*12 pm AA
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
FOOD PANTRY 7 pm Witness 6:30 pm Outreach
SUNDAY Committee Committee
4 pm Visitation 7 pm Dist. Laity
Committee Mtg.
5 pm
COM/Admin
Board Mtg.
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8 am UMM 9 am Shalom
Breakfast Church Event
5 pm Trustees
Mtg.
5 pm EUMC
Youth Council
Mtg.
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
4 pm Dist. Youth |7 pm Albemarle 9 am Healing
Mtg. Chorale Conference
30 31
5th SUNDAY 7 pm Albemarle
10:39 am 5th | Chorale
Sunday Worship * denotes same time each wee

& Fellowship




THIS AND THAT

FOOD PANTRY —Food Pantry Sunday is the sec-
ond Sunday of the Month—August 9t h.
of the Monthl is spagh
in the little red wagon.

METHODI ST MENO6S -¥TAhdMath-S
odist Men in their last meeting voted to give $1,500 to
the Building fund to be applied to the loan principle.
The $1,500 is approximately half of the yard sale
profits.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVEGS The Blood Drive on

July 7th collected 101 pints on a goal of 90. Our next
Blood Drive is scheduled for Tuesday, September 1st.

Every day the Red Cross must collect 600 to 700 units of

AL

blood to keep up with the needs of local patients and
hogpirle —Pr oduct
I5THISUNDAYRFELECWSHIP  {Dh Augis€30, el U
will be a combined contemporary and traditional wor-

ship service at 10:30 am, followed by a church fellow-
ship and new member recognition covered dish lunch-
eon. Please plan to come and worship with all of your
friends, welcome our new members, and share your fa-
vorite covered dishes.




