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Outside the Box 
 

On July 17-18, 2009, our congregation held an event 

called “Outside the Box.”  In an effort to share some 

of the theme with those who did not attend we are 

publishing the concluding portions of the two Friday 

night talks given by our Lay Leader, Pam Stallings 

and Pastor Charles. The first half of each speech was 

published in the August newsletter, available from the 

church office. 

Lay Leader Pam Stallings’ ―Outside the Box‖ talk- 

Part 2 

Rethink Church…You have heard this statement be-

fore, I am sure…‖the church is one generation away 

from extinction.‖  What does that mean to you? 

(pause)  To me it means we cannot continue to DO 

church the same way we always have because we will 

not get the same results.  Our younger generation 

does not blindly follow their parent’s beliefs and ac-

tions any longer.   When I was a child, there was no 

question that our family would be in church on Sun-

day morning, Sunday night and Wednesday night.  

You never heard us say, ―mama, are we going to 

church tomorrow?‖  That is not the case in today’s 

world.  All of us have multiple demands on our time 

and WE demand more from our ourselves; each 

other, and our church.  The Holmes Sunday School 

class is used to me preaching that we live in a world 

with a fast food mentality.  We want things quick, 

short an on the go.  Even I communicate constantly 

on this Blackberry using one letter (K) or np (no 

problem) because I do not want to take the time to 

type out the words.  This generation is all about tech-

nology; we should think about using that technology 

to reach them. 

We have a wonderful opportunity this weekend; we 

have the opportunity to position our church as the 

leader in this community.  We are already doing 

many wonderful things in Edenton and Chowan 

County and for the Elizabeth City District.  Unfortu-

nately, many people do not tie those things they take 

for granted back to EUMC. 

This weekend is a time to remember our past; but not 

to get sidetracked by it.  Rather let’s embrace the fu-

ture as we Rethink Church! 

Pastor Charles is going to talk to you about the mean-

ing of Rethink Church; but I want to add my 2 cents 

before he speaks.  Don’t let him kid you….rethink is 

a new way of packaging CHANGE!  Even though the 

Pastor said in last Sunday’s sermon that he does not 

like change, he knows that in order to grow and be-

come the church of the future, we must change.  Oth-

erwise, if we allow it, the fear of change will hold 

our church hostage. 

So, let’s dust off our thinking caps and put aside our 

preconceived notions and plunge boldly into the fu-

ture where only progressive, forward-thinking people 

dare to go.  Let’s make this time together count for 

something big. 

Let’s Rethink Church! 

Pastor Charles’ ―Outside the Box‖ talk – Part 2 

Do you agree with this?  Is that not what we’re sup-

posed to be about?  Is that what EUMC has as its pur-

pose? 

It is not just the UMC that believes this to be primary, 

most every book I’ve had put before me over the past 

few years makes this point.  The Lord Jesus called his 

first disciples to reach others and to disciple them 

(Matthew 28:19-20, the Great Commission).  That is 

probably one statement that nearly every church 

would affirm. 

Somewhere, somehow along the way we’ve gotten 

the notion that church is all about meeting the needs 

of the members of the congregation, about ―taking 

care of us!‖ and in truth an inordinate amount of time 

and energy is expended on member care by most 

churches.  So who then does the work of disciple-

making?  Whose responsibility is it to fulfill the great 

commission?  Mine?  Susie’s?  Ours? 

We need to recover the original vision of the earliest 

generation of Christians at various times and in vari-

ous places, including Edenton of 200 years past.  We 

need to realized that pastors have as their responsibil-

ity to ―equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to 

the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 

of God, to the measure of the full stature of 

Christ.‖ [Ephesians 4:12-13] 

I’ve been preaching this all my life.  I am not called 

to be an evangelist, I am not called to be a mission-

ary, I do not feel called to leave you and my pastoral 

responsibilities to go and do reconstruction work 

where some disaster has occurred or to go and preach 

somewhere that we have traditionally considered to 

be the place where missions should be done, like in 

China or Russia or in equatorial Africa.  There are 

people for whom that is their calling; it is just not 

mine.  I have a friend/colleague in ministry who has a 

sign on his desk right where you can see it when you 

come in his office.  It says, ―It’s not about ME.  It’s 

not about YOU.  It’s about JESUS!‖  My concern as 
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Outside the Box (Continued) 
your pastor is for you and for the mission that Christ 

has called the church to accomplish.  My calling is to 

teach you and to pastor you so that you might be 

equipped to do what God wants you to do. 

This is not new, this represents no change in my per-

spective, but it does signal a call for a response from 

you to act, to shift directions, to establish some goals 

for the next few years to insure the continuation of our 

local church’s ministry to its community, before we 

end up being the generation that kills the church. 

What if we choose to be a relevant congregation in our 

community, what if we decide to truly have ―open 

minds, open hearts, and open doors?‖  What if we see 

that identifying mission statement of the United Meth-

odist Church, specifically the word ―open‖ not as a de-

scriptive adjective but as a verb?  What if we try to 

open minds, open the hearts of people, to open the 

doors that will lead them and us to becoming disciples 

of Jesus Christ?  What would have to change for us to 

be that kind of congregation? 

The United Methodist Church has established four ar-

eas of focus for the church in the near future which it 

hopes will effect great change across the denomination, 

but more importantly across the world.  They are: 

identify and encourage a new generation of 

church leaders, clergy and laity 

establish new churches in growing areas and 

reinvigorate existing churches to become 

truly alive and vibrant for the gospel 

engage in ministry with the poor (not ―to‖ the 

poor – makes a huge difference) 

work to eliminate the diseases of poverty 

These are not new areas of focus.  These are the 

very things that John and Charles Wesley were do-

ing in 18th century England, which were what our 

forbears in Edenton were all about 200 years ago.  

(You don’t think tiny little Edenton in 1808 really 

needed another church do you?) Surely we began 

because there was a vision for the future, a vision 

that called for change.  We are good at these things; 

if we should take a serious look at what Christ 

wants us to do and to be, I believe we can make a 

certainty that the Church will continue here in 

Edenton, and throughout the world, for generations 

to come. 

Our Farewell to Summer Party will be held Sunday August 30 at 3 p.m. at the Edenton Lake and Harbor 

Pool House.  Bring a friend and share in the fun!  Hot dogs and fixins will be served. 

The UMYF will be back in swing on September 13 at 5:00 p.m.  Come join us for fun, fellowship and minis-

try. Bring your bibles and a friend…we’ll supply the rest!  Our theme for this meeting will be ―What I Did on 

My Summer Vacation‖.  Presentations will be made by Mr. Johnson on his mission trip to Costa Rica and 

members of the District Mission Team will share their adventures. 

Anyone willing to help provided a meal for the youth on Sunday evenings is asked to please contact Mrs. 

Nixon.  We have approximately 15-20 youth every week and usually have the fellowship meal at 5:30 pm.  

Thank you for your support! 

The Elizabeth City District Youth will host a Fall Fling Saturday September 

26 from 5-7 p.m. here at Edenton UMC.  We will meet in the ball field behind 

the church for food, bands, games and fellowship.  Mark your calendars! 

The District Youth will hold a LOCK-IN at EUMC on Friday, October 9 from 

9 p.m.- Saturday morning at 9 a.m.  Bring your permission slip (found in the 

youth room), a snack to share, a sleeping bag and a friend! 

5th Quarter Game Night 

The fun will continue on Friday nights after home games in the Family Life Center.  A $2 admission fee guar-

antees games and fellowship.  Come hang out with your friends and help the youth group make some money 

for our Pilgrimage Trip. 

YOUTH NEWS 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP DINNER  

Plans are simmering for the Wednesday Night Fellowship Dinners! Come join us beginning September 23 at 

5:30 p.m. The weekly menu will be soup and sandwiches and salad. You can contact the church office to 

make a reservation. If you would like to volunteer to host a meal, please see the sign-up sheet in the hallway 

next to the office or contact Pastor Susie. 

The UMYF will host the meal on September 30. This will be a fund raiser for their trip to Pilgrimage in No-

vember. 
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A Note from Pastor Susie 

Dear Friends, 

A legend recounts the return of Jesus to heaven after 

his time on earth. He returned bearing the marks of his 

earthly pilgrimage with its cruel cross and shameful 

death. 

 The angel Gabriel approached Him and said, 

―Master, You must have suffered terribly for the peo-

ple down there.‖ 

 ―I did,‖ said Jesus. 

 ―And,‖ continued Gabriel, ―do they now know 

all about how much you loved them and what you did 

for them?‖ 

 ―Oh, no,‖ said Jesus. ―Not yet. Right now, only 

a handful of people in Palestine know.‖ 

 Gabriel was perplexed. ―Then what have you 

done,‖ he asked, ―to let all people know about your 

love for them?‖ 

 ―Well, I’ve asked Peter, James, John and a few 

others to tell people about me. Those who are told will 

in turn tell others, and the Gospel will be spread to the 

farthest reaches of the globe. Ultimately, all of human-

kind will hear about me and what I have done on their 

behalf.‖ 

 Gabriel frowned and looked skeptical. He 

knew that people weren’t dependable. ―Yes,‖ he said, 

―but what if Peter and James and John grow weary? 

What if the people who come after them forget? And 

what if, way down in the twentieth and twenty-first 

centuries, people get too busy to bother telling others 

about you? Haven’t you made any other plans?‖ 

 ―No, I’ve made no other plans, Gabriel,‖ Jesus 

answered. I’m counting on them.‖ 

It has been said and quoted a lot lately that the Church 

is only one generation away from extinction. That 

sounds untrue, but the reality is very true and very 

frightening. The truth is that each generation comes 

with the renewed responsibility to take the good new 

of the Gospel to the world. 

The words of the great commission to make disciples 

of all nations was given to individuals, there wasn’t 

an organized church yet. Individuals in relationship 

with other individuals make disciples of the world. 

Think about it for a minute, the people you will en-

counter today form a chain of relationships that has 

the ability to bring all people to the saving knowledge 

of Jesus Christ. If you and I were to treat every rela-

tionship we are apart of as a witness of our faith in 

Christ, then everyone we encounter will be exposed 

to the living Gospel. You alone have the ability to 

influence hundreds of lives. We change the world lit-

erally one relationship, one encounter at a time. 

Evangelism begins with our morning cup of coffee. 

Ministry occurs in the supermarket and lives can be 

forever changed while standing in line at Burger 

King. 

I recently took the Middle School Formation Class to 

Burger King on Sunday morning for our lesson on 

what it meant to serve the King. As we were leaving 

a gentleman came up to me and thanked me for not 

being ashamed to talk with youth about Jesus in pub-

lic. My reply was that ―Jesus wasn’t ashamed to talk 

about me in public when he asked for my forgiveness 

from the cross.‖ We laughed, blessed each other and 

parted ways. Did I change his life, probably not? Did 

the class being at Burger King that day change the 

community, probably not?  Although they got more 

than a whopper that day! What we did was make 

stronger the links in our chain of relationship and in-

fluence. I like to think that that gentleman went home 

and told his wife what he heard in Burger King, they 

possibility mentioned it their church and the Gospel 

was spread. 

That’s how it’s done. That’s how evangelism works. 

One encounter, one conversation, one whopper with 

cheese at a time! 

Jesus has no other backup plan than us. He never has 

a plan B, he only has plan A and he always sticks to 

it. He is counting on us. 

With You On the Journey, 

Pastor Susie 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL!  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16THð6:30 P.M. 
 

The Methodist Men invite the entire church to join us for an old-fashioned Ice Cream Social on Wednesday, 

September 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center.  You’re invited to come and taste 

what has been judged to be the ―best ice cream in North Carolina‖ (Campfire Delight), 

along with home baked cookies.  A treat that is not to be missed! 

 

This is a free event, sponsored by the Methodist Men.  In addition to the ice cream, cook-

ies and fellowship, you’re invited to look at the ―Getting Started Kits‖ that the Methodist 

Men are preparing for new residents of the Methodist Children’s Home in Edenton.  We’ll 

be accepting donations to help us provide these kits. 

 

Come, and Enjoy! 
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Visit the church website at http://www.edentonumc.org.  The website has the latest information and activities. 

NEWS FROM THE WITNESS AND VISITATION  

COMMITTEES  

Many Edenton United Methodist Church members have expressed an interest in 

the activities of the Witness and Visitation Committees.  These Committees are 

involved in ministering to members of EUMC as well as reaching out to extend 

our ministries to those outside our church.  

Witness Committee 

We have a very active group of people that visit those non-members that attend 

our church each Sunday. The team consists of: 

Anne & David Higginbotham ï 9 AM Service Coordinators 

Gail & Bill Miller ï 10 AM Service Coordinators 

Anne & Bill Caviness, Barbara & Jim Floyd, Leslie & Randy Jordan, Mor-

ris Small  -  11 AM Service Visitors 

The Witness Committee is also involved in the following ministries with coordi-

nators for each of the functions: 

Church Fellowship & New Member Recognition Meals ï Thelma Smith 

Chowan County Teacher Recognition Dinners ï Thelma Smith and Bar-

bara and Jim Floyd 

Publication of Pamphlets and Church Directory Organization ï Loretta 

Guard 

Ham and Cabbage Dinner (to raise money for the above Publications) ï 

Loretta Guard  

Pictures for Directory ï Bill Miller  

Young Adult Socials ï Ginger & Tom Griffin  

Publicity for Ministries ï Bill Haley, Bill Miller, and Leslie Jordan  

Visitation Committee 

The Visitation Committee seeks to maintain contact with those EUMC members 

that are sick, bereaved, not able to attend our services, or just need cheering up. 

The Committee consists of: 

Emily Amburn     Laura Hutchison 

Curtis Evans     Jack Parker 

Barbara & Jim Floyd    Thelma Smith 

Mary Hardin      Dorothy Trail  

 

This is a very dedicated group that tries diligently to fill the needs of our mem-

bers through visitation, phone calls and cards. If you know of anyone that would 

like a visit, card, phone call, and/or prayer, please contact the church or one of 

the above members.  

Barbara & Jim Floyd - Co-chairpersons 

Witness Committee and Visitation Committee 

BIBLE STUDY FOOT NOTES  

The Tuesday evening Bible Study Group 

will begin a new study on September 1, 

entitled ―How to Activate Your Spiritual 

Gifts‖. We will explore what Spiritual 

Gifts are how we use them to accom-

plish the things that God has called us to 

do and to become the people we are 

called to be. The study is held in the 

Holmes Classroom at 7:00 p.m. 

CUB SCOUT PACK 159 

Cub Scout Pack 159 will start the 

new scouting year in September.  

We meet on the 1st and 2nd 

Wednesdays of each month from 

5 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Church and 

have one outing a month.  Any 

boys interested in joining, please 

contact the church. 
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THE ALPHA COURSE  

An opportunity to explore the meaning of life 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is offering The Alpha Course every Monday starting  September 14 from 6:30-

9:00 p.m. through Monday, November 16.  The hope is that EUMC will join the class this time and the next 

time EUMC will host the class.  Dinner will be served. 

The Alpha course is an opportunity for anyone to explore spirituality from a Christian perspective.  Relaxed, 

non-threatening, low key and fun, Alpha is a place to ask anything—no question is considered too simple or 

too hostile.  Over ten thought-provoking weekly sessions, Alpha guests share meals, listen to a series of talks, 

and then have small group discussions.  Each talk covers a fundamental question, such as: ―Who is Jesus?‖, 

―Why and How do I Pray?‖ and ―Does God Heal Today?‖ 

If you are interested, contact the church or pick up a brochure in the Church office. 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL  

 

―…Wow!!‖  ―…I wish I had participated when I first considered this several years ago…‖  ―…When I came 

on Thursday evening, I thought I was with a group of strangers; now I’m confident that I have several new 

friends that I’ll stay in touch with for life…‖  ―…Surely, the presence of the Lord WAS in this place…‖ 

These are but a few of the comments that have been heard at the conclusion of a three-day Christian-oriented 

weekend called ―The Walk to Emmaus‖.  Developed by the Upper Room ministry of the General Board of 

Discipleship of the United Methodist Church, an Emmaus weekend is open to Christians from all denomina-

tions.  The Walk to Emmaus is a spiritual renewal program that is designed to strengthen local churches by 

helping church members gain new knowledge and skills they can put into practice to support the outreach 

mission of the Christian church.  Emmaus weekends are gender-specific. 

This short course of spiritual renewal is named after the story found in Luke 24:13-35 when the risen Christ 

appears before two of His disciples who were making the journey along the road from Jerusalem to Emmaus.   

The program provides an opportunity for participants to experience God’s love in a setting that involves both 

small group and large group activities.  Over the years, participants, at the end of an Emmaus weekend, have 

shared many compliments about their experiences.  Among those areas frequently complimented are the qual-

ity of food served, the peaceful setting of the surroundings, the quality of music provided, and the preparation 

and dedication of the weekend leaders. 

Although the Walk to Emmaus is held in many settings throughout the United States, most participants in our 

area choose to attend Emmaus weekends held at the Eastern North Carolina 4-H Center in Columbia, NC.  

This is a peaceful setting on the shores of the Albemarle Sound.  Those who participate are often surprised at 

the quality of the accommodations.  Participants pay only a $50 registration fee to cover their portion of week-

end costs for supplies, materials, food and accommodations.  Weekends for men are typically held in March 

and October and weekends for women are scheduled for January, March and October.  Applications for par-

ticipants are generally due about two and one-half months before a weekend.  

Unique to the Emmaus experience is the fact that an individual who wishes to attend an Emmaus weekend 

must have a sponsor who has previously participated in Emmaus himself/herself.  There are a significant num-

ber of members of Edenton United Methodist Church who have participated in The Walk to Emmaus.  These 

individuals would be willing to discuss their experiences with persons who would like to learn more about 

participating in an Emmaus weekend.  Members of the Edenton United Methodist Church family who would 

like to learn more about the Walk to Emmaus are encouraged to contact Pastor Charles Moseley. 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

The next blood drive is September 1st from 1-7 

p.m. in the Family Life Center.  Please come and 

give the ―Gift of Life‖. 

EDENTON/CHOWAN FOOD PANTRY  

The food Pantry continues to serve about 200 families 

per month with new families coming in each month.  

Food Pantry Sunday is the second Sunday of the month.  

On September 13th please bring in peanut butter 

(plastic jars please).  In addition to food donations, 

money is needed.  Please write a check on the fifth Sun-

day and designate it as ―Fifth Sunday offering‖.  The 

Food Pantry will receive one-half of that offering. 
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THANK YOU  

United Methodist Women have been on "vacation" for the summer.  (Aren't you 

glad God does not go on vacation?)  September we will be in full swing with 

Walking Rainbows, Susanna Wesley, and Circle of Friends circle meet-

ings.  The Unit meeting is Sept. 28 at noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Discussion 

of Three Cups of Tea will be the program.  All women are invited.  Bring a 

sandwich.  Dessert and beverage will be available. 

Shannon Harrison, a UM missionary to Chile, presented an enlightening de-

scription of her work with disabled adults.  She expanded our knowledge of 

missionary work in another part of the world! In God's Mission, we are sent out 

to create, win disciples, and support others with our time, talent, and tithe. 

Dates to Remember!! 

September 10ðThursday The Walking Rainbows Circle (2 Thursday) at 

7:30 p.m. with a business meeting, program, fellowship, and refreshments. 

September 14—Monday The Suzanna Wesley Circle meet in a member’s 

home on the 2nd Monday at 10:30 a.m. with a business meeting, program, fel-

lowship, and lunch.  Members bring a sandwich and the hostess for the month 

provides dessert and beverage. 

September 14ðMonday  The Walking Rainbows Circle meets in the Old 

Library on the 2nd Monday at 10:30 a.m. with a business meeting, program, 

fellowship and lunch.  Members bring a lunch and dessert and beverage are pro-

vided. 

September 28ðMonday UMW Unit Meeting  

Dear Church Family, 

I have been deeply touched in the 

past few weeks and months by your 

genuine concern for my Dad, my 

family and me during his illness and 

death.  It has been a very difficult 

time but it was comforting to know 

that you cared.  I also thank you for 

your visits, calls, cards, prayers, 

food, attendance at his funeral and 

other acts of kindness and support 

shown to us.  Please continue to pray 

especially for my mother. 

With love, 

Wanda (and Bill) Jenkins 

   *************************** 

Dear Church Family, 

As you probably know we have had 

our home for sale for over a year.  It 

has finally happened.  We will be 

moving to our new home in Vero 

Beach Florida at the end of the 

month.  We both will miss you and all 

the warm fellowship and help we have 

enjoyed these past 6 years.  The time 

has come for us to move on and to 

make new friends.  Again we thank you 

for you love and friendship and the 

help and support with the Rose Garden. 

Love and Blessings in His Name, 

Al & Mary Gustave 

   **************************** 

Dear Church family, 

Kendal and Brandyn Jones (niece of 

Lenny & Vickie Plummer) of Little 

Rock, AR would like to thank you for 

your prayers for the safe delivery of 

their son, Kaleb.  He arrived at the end 

of June.  Following a time of rest and 

recovery, they will return to their pas-

toral duties in St. Croix. 

With love, 

Lenny & Vickie Plummer 

The Messenger 

Please leave your items for the October issue by Thursday, September 24th 

 in the Messenger Mailbox in the church office or contact the church. 
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

We’re entering the last third of the year.  This is the time that giving typically increases, especially as we get 

closer to Christmas and the end of the year. This year, it is particularly important that we continue to make 

and even increase our contributions. 

Through August 15, we have contributed over $254,000 to fund the operations of the church.  This is an 8.4% 

increase in giving over last year. Given the troubled state of our economy, this is very encouraging.  As a re-

sult of your faithful stewardship, we’ve been able to meet most of our operating expenses.  However, we have 

only paid 25% of our Connectional Apportionments to the Methodist Church.  This means that our contribu-

tions are lagging our total expenses by about 11%. 

Connectional Apportionments are as important as our contributions to the operations of EUMC.  They repre-

sent our obligations to the Methodist Church as a whole, and are used to fund students, missionaries, colleges, 

hospitals, refugees, seminaries, and outreach programs on the state, regional, national and world level. 

Projecting our expenses going forward, and adding in the unpaid Connectional Apportionments, we need an 

additional $3000 per week between now and the end of the year.  While this represents a large sum, breaking 

it down on an individual basis indicates that it is doable: 

Five Dollars per week per member 

Seventeen dollars per week per giving unit 

Fourteen dollars per week per person attending each Sun-

day 

Please prayerfully consider increasing your giving between now and the 

end of the year so that we can continue the work of our church in Edenton. 

Our capital funds campaign continues to proceed well.  Our mortgage balance stands at $2,259,000, and we 

have been able to make our interest payments of $7800 per month, while also making a small reduction to the 

mortgage balance.  Please continue your faithful stewardship in this area. 

Chair, Stewardship Committee 

BUGET NEEDED $285,270 

COLLECTED 

THROUGH AUGUST  

$219,398 

 

TOTAL SHORTFALL  $ 65,871 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY FALL BULB SALE  

Summer is coming to an end, and that can mean only one thing: the time is rapidly approaching for the annual 

sale of high quality flower bulbs from nearby Terra Ceia Farms to raise funds for Chowan-Perquimans Habitat 

for Humanity.   

Habitat’s goal is to help deserving families obtain their own homes—homes that they would be unable to af-

ford in the normal housing market.  Our aim is to give these families a hand up, not a handout.  Habitat pro-

vides each partner family an interest-free mortgage loan to pay for the house that they themselves help to con-

struct.  It keeps overall costs down by drawing heavily on volunteer workers from the community and solicit-

ing the donation of materials and professional labor from local suppliers and contractors.  Since its founding 

in the mid-1990s, Chowan–Perquimans Habitat for Humanity has constructed seven homes in Edenton, Hert-

ford, and Snug Harbor.   Work on the eighth home is planned for Snug Harbor this Fall. 

The annual flower bulb sale has been one of Habitat’s important sources of income in the community.  It will 

have particular importance this year, as this period of continuing economic slowdown has significantly re-

duced the donations and support Habitat can normally count on from local churches and the community at 

large.  Flower purchases help provide funds for the materials that Habitat volunteers and partner families will 

use to build new homes.  Supporting the bulb sale offers us the opportunity to beautify our own homes while 

helping make possible the dream of home ownership for those who would not be able to qualify for a standard 

mortgage.   

The sale will kick off on September 10th and will include the same popular offerings as last year: peonies and 

narcissus; several varieties of daffodils, tulips, hyacinths, iris, and daylilies; and two types of giant amaryllis.  

The prices for all flowers offered remain the same as last year—no inflation!  They are guaranteed to be at or 

below current Terra Ceia catalog prices, and 40 to 50 percent of your purchase price will be tax deductible, 

depending on the total amount of bulbs Habitat sells in the campaign.  You will be able to place orders 

through Sunday, October 11th, with delivery to all buyers scheduled for the weekend of November 7th and 

8th.  

Look for full color brochures and order forms on the bulletin boards near the church offices and Fellowship 

Hall.  Orders and payments may be dropped off during the week in the church office.  Contact the church with 

any questions about the fund raiser or the work of Habitat for Humanity.  Please be a part of EUMC’s support 

for this worthy effort.      
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NEWS FROM YOUR OUTREACH COMMITTEE  

 

NEXT OUTREACH MEETING  – The next Outreach Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 9th at 

6:15 p.m. in the Library.  This will be a very important meeting as we will be reviewing our 2009 budget ac-

tivities and setting our 2010 budget request.  Please plan to attend if at all possible as this is a very important 

meeting for our committee and our church. 

 

BOYS & GIRLS DINNERS  – We will be starting up our monthly dinners for the Boys and Girls Club be-

ginning on Monday, September 21st. 

As was the case last year, each team will have to cover the cost of the meal.   Last year we had 5 teams.  We 

serve 70-75 children each meal.  Each meal should consist of a protein, vegetable & fruit.  No desserts 

needed.  All drinks and paper products are provided by the Boys & Girls Club.   Cost for meals for each 

month runs $90 - $100.  A team of 5 people can share the cost at about $20 per team member. 

 

EUMC will be responsible for serving a meal every month on the 3rd Monday of the month. Anyone interested 

in being a team leader or serving on a team should call the church.  More teams will help reduce the annual 

cost to each team/team member.   Donations to help defray the annual cost are also welcomed.  Checks can be 

made out to EUMC for Boys & Girls Club.  Your generous support of this project is appreciated. 

 

TOOLS & BLANKETS SUNDAY  – A Special Offering will be collected on Sunday, September 20th for 

Tools & Blankets.  Information about this mission will be posted on the bulletin board outside the church of-

fice. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

The following are the programs offered at 10 a.m. 

   Nursery, Pre-K—thru 5th grade 

   Holmes Class 

   Men’s Bible Study 

   Adult Pairs and Spares and Seekers 

 

This fall the adult course offered is entitled 

―Covenant Communities‖.  What is a covenant?  An 

agreement, a solemn compact, the promises of god as 

revealed in the scriptures.  The September unit looks 

at four persons called by god to be leaders:  Joshua, 

Gideon, Ezra, and Nehemiah.  Come to one of the 

Adult classes and find out why. 

 

After the ñCelebration Serviceò at 11 a.m., the fol-

lowing classes are offered: 

   School age children meet in the Middle School 

Classroom.  The ―Live Big‖ curriculum takes an ac-

tive approach to learning the Bible by acting out Bi-

ble stories, playing games to help remember the sto-

ries and doing artwork to help to understand the sto-

ries better. 

   The Middle School class (6th through 8th grades) 

meet with Pastor Susie.   

 

   The Senior High Class (9th through 12th grades) 

meet in the Youth Room.  

The Wesley class for Adults is a lively discussion 

group that uses a wide source of materials, some from 

the Old Testament but more from the New testament. 

 

A new church school Series for Adults begins Sep-

tember 6 in the classroom across from the Fellowship 

Hall.  This is an exciting, inspirational series featur-

ing short videos created by Rab Bell, a best selling 

author and Christian speaker.  After the video a dis-

cussion will be led. 

 

School has begun for our children.  We think we have 

church school classes to further the Christian Educa-

tion of everyone in our congregation.  You are all in-

vited. 



* denotes same time each week 

September 2009 

SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SUNDAY 

  1   

*10 am Exercise  

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl   

*12 pm AA 

*7 pm Bible 

Study 

1:30 pm Blood 

Drive 

2 

*7 pm Contempo-

rary Team Practice 

*7:30 pm Choir 

Practice 

*8pm AA 

3 

*9 am Bible Study 

*10 am Exercise 

*11 am Weight 

Watchers 

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl 

*12 pm AA 

 

4 

*10 am Soaking 

Prayer 

*12:30 pm AA 

6:30 pm Wedding 

rehearsal 

9:30 pm 5th Quar-

ter 

5 

*10 am AA 

5 pm Wedding & 

reception 

6 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

9 am Men’s Bible 

Class Breakfast 

 

7 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

*8 pm AA 

*8 pm Al-anon 

8 

*6:30 pm Lang 

Bridges Classes 

7 pm Witness 

Committee 

9 

6:30 pm Outreach 

Committee 

10 

*1:30 pm Joy 

Choir 

7 pm Circle of 

Friends 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

FOOD PANTRY 

SUNDAY 

5 pm Trustees 

Mtg 

*5 pm Sympho-

nies 

14 

10:30 am Walking 

Rainbows & 

Susanna Wesley 

Circles 

*7 pm Albemarle 

Chorale Practice 

15 

 

16 

6:30 pm Ice 

Cream Social—

everyone invited 

17 

 

18 

9:30 pm 5th Quar-

ter 

19 

 

20 

8 am UMM 

Breakfast 

TOOLS & 

BLANKET 

SUNDAY 

21 

12:30 pm Food 

Pantry Vol 

Luncheon 

22 

 

23 

5:30 pm Wednes-

day Night Dinner 

6:30 pm UMW 

Executive Comt. 

Mtg 

24 

 

25 

6 pm Wedding 

rehearsal 

26 

5 pm Wedding 

27 

Covered Dish 

Lunch  

28 

12 pm UMW Unit 

Mtg 

29 

 

30 

 

   

THE MESSENGER 

The Messenger is now available on the EUMC web site at http://edentonumc.org/ then click on News-

letter.  The newsletter cost per month averages $500.  If you would prefer to receive the newsletter online, let 

the church office know.  You would receive an email with the link letting you know the newsletter was avail-

able.   


