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Thoughts from our Pastor 
 

By the time you receive this newsletter, 2009 will be 

three-quarters over with only 3 months left until 

2010.  Our budget cycle runs on the calendar year, 

and at this point our committees and boards are sub-

mitting budgetary requests for the new year.  You 

have heard Rolfe Schroeder, our excellent steward-

ship chairperson keep us all updated with quarterly 

reports on our giving and where our funds are being 

expended both in our worship services and in past 

newsletters, and I have also made comment on this in 

various ways. 

We in Edenton/Chowan County have been concerned 

with economics for quite some time now, well over a 

year, starting with the revelation that millions of dol-

lars assumed to be held in reserve in the county had 

in fact been expended on numerous building projects 

like the library, the law enforcement complex and the 

schools.  Then with the failure of the Lehman Broth-

ers and the automotive industry last fall the nation 

and the world went into a severe economic depres-

sion.  You and I along with people from all over were 

rightly concerned about our future well-being. 

In my own personal financial situation, over the past 

year I have seen my retirement income drop faster 

than it was being replenished by the contributions to 

those funds.  Essentially, in one day a third of the ba-

sis for my future income disappeared.  This kind of 

thing happened to many of you as well. 

This has translated into the business workings of our 

church and many others in our community and 

around the nation.  Locally, we have been fortunate to 

continue providing services to our own program and 

building needs.  We have made adequate progress on 

the mortgage of the new building, we have kept the 

building clean and usable, staff salaries have been 

paid on time and in full, electricity and other utilities 

have likewise been paid.  We have managed to take 

good care of ourselves. 

What has not been paid is almost entirely in terms of 

our outreach, our missional thrust to serve the cause 

of Christ in the world.  Our Outreach Committee last 

month, two-thirds of the way through the year, had 

only been able to pay a token contribution to one of 

its fourteen budgeted areas of support- and nothing 

towards the other thirteen!  That represents less than 

5% of what they’d hoped to accomplish in 2009.  

Sadly, their total budget request only accounts for 

less than 1% of the total budget of our church!  We 

should be giving for the sake of others much, much 

more than this. 

Furthermore, as I reported to you back in May when 

we still had over half the year to go, we have only 

paid out 25% of our denominationally apportioned 

budgetary giving.  This annual asking represents only 

about 15% of the total of our budget, and is our por-

tion of the denominational budget which is divided 

evenly across over 900 churches in the NC Confer-

ence.  These funds go to serve the cause of Christ 

around the world through the various ministries of 

our denomination.  Closer to home, these funds also 

help support retired clergy like the late Ralph and Pat 

Epps who served the denomination so faithfully be-

fore there was a pension program.  These funds also 

support a very small staff of personnel in The Meth-

odist Building in Raleigh who perform a phenomenal 

amount of work to make all these churches in our 

connection operate. 

These funds are calculated on a formula that makes it 

very equitable for all the churches served by our Con-

ference.  In other words, the same criteria are applied 

to churches like Center Hill UMC in Tyner or Ander-

son Chapel UMC in Hertford as are applied to larger 

churches like ours or First UMC in Elizabeth City.  It 

is a formula based entirely upon what our church ex-

pends in its budget- our mortgage, for instance, sub-

stantially reduces the percentage of what is asked 

from us by the denomination.  Membership numbers 

do not come into play at all, contrary to what many 

have expressed to me over the past year.  It is a ―fair 

share‖ of the Annual Conference budget that we are 

asked to support, and we agreed last year that we 

would pay it- just like we agree to pay the city for 

water and electricity.  The difference is that it is 

largely Mission money.  As a member of the Confer-

ence Connectional Table, I have a significant role in 

making this budget for the Annual Conference, and I 

want you know that there is no ―fat‖ in it, no buffer 

fund.  It is a Zero-based budget derived entirely from 

projected needs, just the same as we do it here in our 

local church. 

If ever there was a time when people should support 

their church, it is NOW.  If we do not make our con-

tribution to the conference, ministries will suffer.  

You may not see the suffering of those served, or 

hear about it, but these ministries will not be done.  

The cause of Christ will suffer.  I am in constant con-

tact with my colleagues around the conference; most 

have already begun efforts to insure the payment of 

their apportionments.  Surprisingly, many churches 

have thrived during these times and are strong in their 

commitment to Missions.  I have to wonder, why 
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Thoughts from our Pastor (Continued) 
aren’t we here at Edenton United Methodist Church? 

My wife and I have increased our giving twice this 

year, nearly to the point of over-extending ourselves in 

giving.  We are doing without many things that we 

would like to enjoy in our lives.  We make the sacrifice 

because we believe in what the church stands for and 

what it does and is called by God to do in the world.  

As your pastor, I pray that you will find some way 

to go the second mile for the last part of this year 

and to carry that on in 2010.  Now more than ever, 

your church needs your financial support.  The best 

is yet to come; I encourage you to join in a ministry 

that reaches beyond serving ourselves to making a 

difference in the world! 

Youth in the News….. 

Congratulations are given to the Youth Group as their video, ―Peace Like a River‖, was selected to be shown 

at Pilgrimage in November. Pilgrimage is a gathering of 6,000+ United Methodist youth from across the 

North Carolina Conference which meets annually in Fayetteville.  The video will be shown September 30 and 

October 21 during the Wednesday fellowship dinner. Way to go youth! 

Kudos are also given to a youth member who was selected to give his testi-

mony from the stage of Pilgrimage. Congratulations! 

The Youth will host the Wednesday Evening Fellowship Dinner on October 

21 and December 9. These are fund raisers for their pilgrimage trip and the 

annual ski trip in February. 

A Special Fund Raiser Luncheon will be held Sunday, November 1, following the 10 and 11 am services. The 

menu will include famous stew and grilled cheese sandwiches. This is a fund raiser for the Youth Trip to Pil-

grimage.  

Don’t forget the UMYF Christmas Wreath fund raiser. Orders are being taken now. Please see any UMYF 

member or stop by the church office. 

All Youth of the church and community are invited to be a part of the UMYF on Sundays at 5 pm. Parents are 

needed to volunteer to provide a dinner for the youth. Please contact the church to sign up. 

The Youth Band will rehearse on Sunday following UMYF. Come make a JOYFUL NOISE! 

The Elizabeth City District Youth will sponsor a LOCK-IN at Edenton UMC on Friday, October 9. Come 

share in games, fellowship, music, worship and fun with friends from across the District. The fun begins at 9 

pm Friday and ends at 9 am Saturday. Each youth group is asked to please bring a snack to share and a break-

fast cereal. 

Pastor Susie would like to stay in touch with our college students. If you have not given her your mailing  and 

e-mail addresses, please do so. 

YOUTH NEWS 

You may have noticed that Church 

World Services has changed the name 

of Tools & Blankets Program to Blan-

kets+. This was done for two reasons. 

First, they wanted to honor the root of 

the program, Blanket Sunday, that has 

provided support for emergency re-

sponse efforts for so many years. Sec-

ond, they wanted to convey that blankets are only the beginning of their 

engagement with hurting communities; as needs change, so does the 

form of their assistance. When disaster strikes – a tsunami or a hurri-

cane, for example – people need more than blankets; they need shelter, 

food, safe water. And as the recovery process unfolds, they need tools, 

training, and other resources to help them rebuild their lives. 

Blankets+ means that Church World Service is there for the long haul as 

people recover from a disaster. It also means they provide support to 

families struggling against grinding poverty as they seek to develop vi-

able, sustainable livelihoods – wells, livestock, microcredit, and health 

training, for example. 

Blankets+ also means you, because without you and your donation they 

could not do this work. Please give generously to Blankets+ on Sunday 

October 25 to keep this wonderful ministry going. 

WORLD COMMUNION  

SUNDAYðOCTOBER 4 

World Communion Sunday will 

be October 4th. First celebrated 

in 1936 as a response to the 

Great Depression, it has become 

a world wide ecumenical celebra-

tion adopted by the National 

Council of Churches. World 

Communion Sunday provides 

scholarships for U.S. (racial- and 

ethnic-minority) students and 

international students, on both 

undergraduate and graduate lev-

els. Your gift is an investment in 

the future leadership of the 

church and 

global com-

munity as a 

whole. 

D:/images/logos/CWS-Blankets+logo.gif
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Visit the church website at http://www.edentonumc.org.  The website has the latest information and activities.  

NEW CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASS  

In response to the recent ―out of the box‖ session, a new Christian Education class will begin in October. 

Many of us are not able to attend a class on Sunday, during the traditional 9-12 worship hours. The new class 

will be held in the evening, to provide another opportunity for Christian education and fellowship.  Depending 

on the preferences of those who attend the organizational meeting on Wednesday, October 7 at 6:15 pm in 

Fellowship Hall, the likely times for the class are either Sunday evenings or Wednesday evenings 

(immediately following our dinner, and before other meetings start). 

Our initial study will use the book ―One Anothering‖ by Rev. Richard Meyer (books will be provided).  The 

book focuses on Christian community—what is it, how it’s formed, what are the obligations of members, etc. 

Following this study, the group will determine the direction for future study. 

Join us on October 7 at 6:15 pm to learn more!  Contact the church for more information. 

BIBLE STUDY FOOTNOTES  

Come join the fellowship as we explore the God’s Word together. There are many opportunities for study dur-

ing the week. The Tuesday evening class is studying, ―Troublesome Bible Passages‖. The Bible has many 

passages that are not fully understood, so we often ignore or overlook them. This study addresses 23 of these 

scriptures in a way that brings out the transforming message in each passage. These troublesome passages 

deal with theological, ethical and practical issues. Come be a part of these challenging discussions Tuesday 

evenings at 7 in the Holmes Classroom. 

The Thursday morning study group continues to explore The Book of the Revelation. Pastor Charles walks us 

through this vision, giving clarity and understanding to a sometimes confusing book. The study is held in the 

church library at 9 am. 

A SERVICE OF  

HEALING PRAYER  

A Service of Healing Prayer will be held on the 

third Friday of each month at 7 pm beginning 

Oct 16. This service will include music, teach-

ing, and both individual and corporate prayer. 

If you are unable to attend these special ser-

vices but would like to include a name to be 

remembered, please call the church office or 

see Pastor Susie.  

ATTENTION OWNERS OF  

ñThe Methodist Kitchens of Edentonò: 

Correction for Plum Chutney recipe on page 174: 

To the ingredients list ,please ADD:  2 lbs white sugar 

Correct:  salt ingredient to read 3 T. salt 

This recipe calls for prune plums, also known as ―Italian 

prune plums‖ which are available usually only in late 

summer and early fall.  This is a good chutney for holiday 

dinners and freezes very well. 

 

FALL FESTIVAL  

Sunday, October 25 

 5 - 7 pm 

FELLOWSHIP HALL  

Games such as ring toss, cake walk, pick up ducks, and bean bag toss for the children—Prizes for all!! 

Children are welcome to come dressed in costume. 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Volleyball and games for the adults. 

Sorry, no cool prizes for the adults.  Just fun, laughter and fellowship. 

Dinner provided. 

For more information, please contact the church. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

 

UMW and our three circles are in full swing after our summer break.  If you 

do not belong to a Circle or attend UMW unit meetings, we would love to 

have you join.  We support UM missionaries, have great programs, and give 

you a place to meet new friends, and enjoy fellowship and good food.  The 

circles meet the 2nd Monday or Thursday of each month. 

 Circle of Friends Thursday, October 8 — 7 pm at the home of a  

 member.  We will caravan from the church at 6:30 pm. 

 Susan Wesley Circle Tuesday, October 12 — 10:30 am at the home 

 of a member.  Lunch is provided. 

 Walking Rainbows, Tuesday, October 12 — 10:30 am in the Fel

 lowship Hall. 

 

The UMW Annual District Meeting will be held Saturday, October 24, at 

Duck UMC.  Registration is at 9:30 am and the program begins at 10. Lunch 

will be served.  We will carpool from EUMC. If you can drive or would like 

to attend, please call the church.  We will leave EUMC no later than 7:45 am. 

The UMW Conference meeting is Saturday, October 10, at Methodist Univer-

sity in Fayetteville.  Contact the church for registration and contact informa-

tion. 

Our UMW women will be serving lunch to the Conference of the Commis-

sion on Aging on Monday, October 26.  We will need many of you to help 

prepare sandwiches and other goodies into a box lunch for 200 to 250 people.   

Our next Executive Board meeting is Wednesday, November 11, following 

the Wednesday night dinner (around 6:30 pm) in the Library. 

Our UMW Unit meeting will be Monday, November 30.  The time will be 

announced as we work around our speaker’s schedule.  Are you intrigued??? 

Please keep saving your coupons and contributing goods for MERCI. 

Thank you all so much for your love for Jesus, each other, and your special 

outreach to the needs of our church and community! 

The Messenger 

Please leave your items for the November issue by Monday, October 26 

in the Messenger Mailbox in the church office. 

JOY CHOIR  

The Joy Choir is again up and singing.  There are ap-

proximately 20 very-grown-ups who rehearse from 

1:30-2:30 pm each Thursday in the Fellowship Hall.  

We already have five gigs, er, performances in October 

and November, with more to come to finish out 2009.  

Come by to listen to us rehearse if you think you might 

be interested in joining.  You can always say, "Never 

mind".  We sing familiar old tunes, sacred and pop, such as, Tennessee Waltz 

and Little Brown Church.  Our performances are VERY informal, VERY 

friendly, and totally non-intimidating.  Anybody can do what we do, really. 

For more information about dates or about joining, call the church.  
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

This month, I’ll repeat what I said last month and during worship on September 20.  Edenton United Method-

ist Church needs your faithful stewardship and continuing support.  Please do what you can, particularly be-

tween now and the end of 2009 to help us continue our service to the community and to the greater world. 

Projecting our expenses going forward, and adding in the unpaid Connectional Apportionments, we need an 

additional $3000 per week between now and the end of the year.  While this represents a large sum, breaking 

it down on an individual basis indicates that it is doable: 

Five Dollars per week per member 

Seventeen dollars per week per giving unit 

Fourteen dollars per week per person attending each 

Sunday 

Please prayerfully consider increasing your giving between now and 

the end of the year so that we can continue the work of our church in 

Edenton, and the work of the Methodist Church in our district, state and throughout the world. 

Stewardship Committee 

BUGET NEEDED JANð

SEPTEMBER  

$361,342 

COLLECTED 

THROUGH SEPTEMBER  

 252,230 

TOTAL SHORTFALL  $119,112 

NEW BEGINNINGS  

Language Bridges has begun with 9 

NEW students.  We also have returnees, 

one of whom has come to seek assis-

tance acquiring his GED.  We are 

pleased to help with that.  We have four 

teachers, in addition to the two certified 

childcare specialists.  Soon we will plan 

a cooking-eating event with the Methodist Women, and 

then it will be Christmas!  In the past, we have given each 

family a Food Lion gift certificate to help provide a Christ-

mas dinner, paid for from grant funding.  This year our 

funding has been curtailed, so we will ask you to consider 

giving a small amount to Fiesta de Navidad so that we can 

again assist with that.  This program is mainly funded ex-

ternally, but you have always generously responded to a 

Christmas request, and we thank you in advance for doing 

so now. 

NEWS FROM THE WITNESS  

COMMITTEE  

Our August 5th Sunday New Members Lunch-

eon following the combined worship service 

was a great success.  We had around 200 

members present. 

You may have noticed the pictures of some of 

our newest members on the bulletin board out-

side the Church library.  We still need pictures 

of some of our new members so that we may 

place them on the bulletin board and include 

them in an update of our church directory.  

Those that have not had their pictures taken 

can meet in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 

October 11 or 25 at 9:30, 10:40 or noon.  

Please call the church office at 482-3269 to 

make an appointment.  Our directory is in the 

process of being updated and, hopefully, will 

be ready in the next few months. 

On October 25, we have scheduled a Fall Fes-

tival for all young adults.  There will be vol-

leyball and games for the adults in the Family 

Life Center while their children enjoy games 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Dinner will be pro-

vided.  Please call the church office if you 

plan to attend. 

HOMECOMING 2009  

OCTOBER 18 

Sunday, October 18 we will celebrate 201 years of continu-

ous ministry by Edenton United Methodist Church with our 

annual Homecoming Celebration!  This year our guest 

preacher will be our former pastor, Dr. Smith.  We will 

again have one worship service, beginning at 10:30 am in 

the Sanctuary, followed by a covered dish luncheon and 

time of fellowship.  Plan to be here and enjoy Dr. Smith’s 

preaching and the unity of our church’s membership. 
THANK YOU  

Thank you for all your thoughts, prayers, vis-

its, and phone calls during my mother’s illness 

and sudden death.  We are very blessed to be a 

part of such a wonderful church family.  Your 

concern was greatly appreciated and helped us 

during a difficult time.  

In His service, 

The Cross Family 
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THE MESSENGER 

The Messenger is now available on the EUMC web 

site at http://edentonumc.org/ then click on 

Newsletter.  The newsletter cost per month averages 

$250 to $300.  In a cost saving measure, if you would 

prefer to receive the newsletter online and save the 

church paper, printing and postage costs, let the church 

know.  You would receive an email with the link let-

ting you know the newsletter was available.   

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY SEEKS  

SUPPORT OF CHURCH FAMILY  

Training is underway for a team of approximately 60 volunteers who will assist in bringing the love of Christ 

into Pasquotank Correctional Institution (PCI) in Elizabeth City.   PCI Kairos #20 is scheduled November 5-8.  

Family and friends of Edenton United Methodist Church have played important roles in the success of this 

ministry over the past decade. PCI administrators have cited Kairos numerous times for helping make a posi-

tive impact on the culture of the prison.  Prayers of support for team and participants, home-baked cookies and 

financial support are three phases of the ministry that can benefit from the support of the church family 

The Kairos ministry is supported entirely from donations.  In reality, most of the donations come from those 

members who serve on a Kairos team.  It costs more than $100.00 per resident participant to provide supplies 

and materials for a Kairos weekend. The Kairos team welcomes monetary donations of any amount.  Tax de-

ductible checks to support the Kairos ministry can be made out to Kairos of North Carolina and can be deliv-

ered to the church. 

A continuing need for the Kairos ministry is the 2,000 dozen homemade chocolate chip cookies that are re-

quired for every Kairos weekend.  Cookies must meet certain specifications (size, packaging, etc.).  Specifica-

tions can be obtained from the church office or from any member of the Kairos team.  Cookies should be de-

livered to the church by Wednesday, November 4. 

Prayer is a key element of support for a Kairos weekend.  All prayer is important. A particularly tangible and 

impressive sight is the prayer chain that grows throughout a weekend and eventually encircles the meeting 

area where Kairos activities take place.  Thousands of links make up a prayer chain.  Members of the church 

family will be given an opportunity to sign a link in the prayer chain indicating their uplifting of participants 

in prayer. 

Thank you all for your support of this effort to bring the love of Christ into an environment that often can be 

stressful for both inmates and staff. 

THIS AND THAT  

LUNCH BUNCH —You are invited to join your 

friends for a pot luck luncheon on the third Tuesday of 

each month beginning October 20. This informal gath-

ering will meet at noon in the Fellowship Hall. For 

more information, please contact the church. 

BLOOD DRIVE —The Blood Drive on September 1 

was a great success.  A record number of 114 units 

were collected.  The next Blood Drive is scheduled for 

Tuesday, November 3. 

FOOD PANTRY—The Food Pantry shelves are al-

most bare.  They need everything.  Our church dona-

tion this month is canned corn.  Please give generously.  

The food pantry accepts cash, checks and food.  Food 

Pantry Sunday is October 11.  The little red wagon will 

be available for donations! 

 

METHODIST MEN  

―Campfire Delight‖ was a hit! Along with fresh 

baked cookies from the ladies of Drummond’s 

Point, we enjoyed an old-fashioned ice cream so-

cial on September 16 in the Fellowship Hall.  

We’re happy that so many could attend, and we 

look forward to the next one. 

While we enjoyed the ice cream (courtesy of a 

church member) and cookies, we also shared our 

latest project—supporting the Methodist Chil-

dren’s Home in Edenton.  We’ve engaged in a 

number of activities with the young people at the 

Home, and have started to support them by pro-

viding ―starter kits‖ for new residents.  The kits 

contain essential items for the residents to begin 

their stay at the Home—sheets, towels, shampoo, 

toothpaste, a dictionary and a bible, along with 

other items that will help the young people get 

started at their new residence.  We’ll need to pro-

vide about 20 of these kits each year.  They cost 

about $45 each.  We were able to furnish three 

more kits to the Home, thanks to donations re-

ceived at the social.  We’ll also be working with 

other Methodist Men’s groups in our district to 

enlist their support. 

All of the men of the church are invited to join us 

for breakfast, fellowship and discussion on the 

third Sunday of each month in Fellowship Hall at 

8 am—the best $2 breakfast in town!  Our next 

meeting is October 18. 



* denotes same time each week 

OCTOBER 2009 

SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

    1 

*9 am Bible Study 

*10 am Exercise 

*11 am Weight 

Watchers 

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl 

*12 pm AA 

*1:30 pm Joy 

Choir 

2 

*10 am Soaking 

Prayer 

*12:30 pm AA 

9:30 pm 5th Quar-

ter 

3 

*10 am AA 

4 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

9 am Men’s Bible 

Class Breakfast 

*5 pm Symphonies 

of Praise 

6:30 pm Celebra-

tions Team Mtg 

5 

*7 pm Albemarle 

Chorale Practice 

*8 pm AA 

*8 pm Al-Anon 

6 

*10 am Exercise  

*11:15 am Prayer 

Shawl   

*12 pm AA 

*6:30 pm Lan-

guage Bridges 

Classes 

*7 pm Bible 

Study 

7 pm Lay Leader-

ship Comt. 

 

7 

*12 pm AA 

*5:30 pm Wednes-

day Night Dinner 

*7 pm Contempo-

rary Team Practice 

*7:30 pm Choir 

Practice 

*8 pm AA 

8 

7 pm Circle of 

Friends  

9 

9 pm District 

Youth Lock-In 

and Movie 

 

10 

 

11 

FOOD PANTRY 

SUNDAY 

5 pm Trustees 

Mtg. 

12 

10:30 am Walk-

ing Rainbows & 

Susanna Wesley 

Circles 

13 

7 pm Witness 

Committee 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

7 pm Healing 

Prayer Serv. 

9:30 pm 5th Quar-

ter 

17 

 

18 

HOMECOM-

ING 

8 am UMM 

12 pm Covered 

Dish Lunch 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

25 BLANKET 

SUNDAY 

2:30 pm  Admin-

istrative Board 

4 pm Young 

Adults & Youth 

Fall Festival 

26 

8 am Alzheimer’s 

Conference 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

1 pm Women’s 

Health Fair 

30 

9:30 pm 5th Quar-

ter 

31 

 


