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It’s not about us . . .

Near the end of October Peggy and I went on a retreat called the “Five Day
Spiritual Academy,” which is sponsored by the Upper Room ministries and by
our Annual Conference. It was the sixth such retreat I’ve attended, and the
first for Peggy. I must say that these brief times of rest, respite, and prayer
have a wonderful way of putting me right where I need to be spiritually in or-
der to serve in my role as a pastor. With Peggy along this time, it was even
better, in fact the best such experience so far, because we were there together
and could share and reflect on our experience together.

What makes this time so special for me is that [ reverse my roles; instead of
being the one who does the preaching, teaching, leading of worship, I get to be
one who participates as a worshipper, a listener, a student of what God would
teach me at these times (which is always more than I can anticipate). For me
when this time comes, I look forward to getting things back into perspective
and back into balance.

It reminds me of a sign one of my close clergy colleagues has on a table in
his office, right where your eyes immediately go when you walk in the door.
The sign says, “It’s not about you . . .” Naturally the first time I saw his sign I
asked him what it meant. He replied, “I need reminding all the time that eve-
rything we do together as a church is about God; it is not about me, it is not
about you, it is all about God and it is all for God.

Amen to that. To maintain a good spiritual balance in our lives, we need to
remember at all times that what we do as the people of God (or as Paul would
put it, as “the body of Christ”) is not for us; it is for God.

Peggy and I were actually taught this spiritual truth at our retreat last month.
One of our teachers was the author Robert Benson, who has written about ten
books on prayer and worship and his own spiritual journey. In one of his
books that was the source of his teaching for us, he told a story that illustrates
this point.

“. .. I was having a conversation with a pastor of a far more liturgical
church than the one I was raised in. The pastor was telling me about Bill,
a man in the church who was complaining about so much liturgy being
used in the service on Sunday . . . ‘I do not like all the rigamarole,” Bill
said. ‘I don’t get it. Just sing a couple of the good old songs, and then
preach me a good sermon, and let’s go home.’

“The liturgy is not for you, Bill,” the pastor told him. “It is for God. On
Sunday, our job is to put on the best possible show for God that we know
how to do. We are doing so in the way that God’s people have always
done it. If you get something out of it, Bill, that’s fine. But if you do not,
then that is okay too. It isn’t even for you.” (In Constant Prayer by
Robert Benson, pp. 45-46, published in 2008 by Thomas Nelson)

That is a good thing to learn and remember. When we are not particularly
pleased by the hymns that have been selected, who is attending which service
at what time, the length of the sermon, whether we stand or sit, too many or
too few responses, creeds, and . . . (you fill in the blank); let’s just try to re-
member that it is not about us and it is not for us. When we worship God in
sincerity from our hearts, when we do what we do for God and not for our-

selves, then we truly are the body of Christ. Let us live J%

for God’s glory.

KAIROS MINISTRY
NEEDS COOKIES

The Kairos team will be
going to Pasquotank Prison
November 5 —8th. There is
a need for 2000 dozen
cookies. EUMC Team
members need help baking
chocolate chip cookies
Monday, November 2nd
between 4 —7 p.m. They
also need homemade
cookie donations delivered
to the church by Wednes-
day, November 4th.
Cookie specifications are in
the church office. Please
help this worthwhile minis-

try.

FOOD PANTRY
SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 8TH

(—— The need at
the Eden-
roraross |} ton/Chowan
\_ G%\:D/ Fooq Pantry
p— continues to
grow as unemployment is
high in Chowan County. In
September the pantry
served 197 families which
included 25 new families.
That trend is continuing in
October. EUMC food do-
nation for November is
DRIED POTATOES.
They will be used in the
Christmas Baskets that are
given to each family. Last
year 240 baskets were
given. Your assistance is
greatly needed.

prince Eduw,
Islana ¢ )




The Messenger—November 2009 Page 2

ﬂo«ﬂ% fwm Qssociofe Pastor

I was asked to share with some information about the Christian Flag and thought this would be the perfect
place to answer the questions. Many people are not aware that there is a Christian flag or a pledge to the flag.
Some people were not aware that we have a flag other than the American flag in our sanctuary. The Christian
flag has a very unique history and story to tell.

On Sunday September 26, 1897 the Sunday School of Brighton Chapel was scheduled to hold its annual Rally
Day, an event much like our homecoming. For some unknown reason the scheduled speaker did not show up
for the celebration. In an emergency last minute panic it was announced that Charles C. Overton, Sunday
School Superintendent would give the Rally Day address. The story says that an American flag was draped on
over the pulpit and Mr. Overton began to talk about the symbolism of the flag, the blue representing the sky
and the red the blood that was shed in freedom’s name. Then the thought flashed through Overton mind, “why
not a Christian flag?” His impromptu but constructive adlibbing was to produce a verbal picture of what is
today, and for the past one hundred and twelve years has been, the Christian flag. The next Sunday the first
Christian flag was presented during the worship service by its originator.

Dear Friends,

Call it chance, or providence, serendipity, or circumstance the Christian flag was born that day. It remains the
only free flag in the world. It is different from every other flag, religious or secular. Unlike national flags or
flags of denominations, it has no earthly bonds or allegiances. Without limitation, it exists for all the world’s
people regardless of sex, race, national boundaries, economic condition, affluence, or poverty, slavery or free-
dom. It belongs to all and yet is owned by none.

The flag consist of three elements. A field of white represents purity and peace. The blue cannon speaks of
truth and faith. The red cross represents the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and his love, which is the unifying power
for all people. The flag speaks to the fact that the only means of grace is by and through the blood of Christ.

The Pledge to the Christian Flag was written in 1908 by Dr. Lynn Harold Hough and is:

“I pledge allegiance to the Christian Flag, and to the Savior, for whose kingdom it stands. One Savior,
crucified, risen and coming again with life and liberty for all who believe.”

In 1903 Fanny Crosby wrote an anthem titled, “The Christian Flag”.

The Christian Flag! behold it,
And hail it with a song,

And let the voice of millions
The joyful strain prolong,

To every clime and nation,

We send it forth today;

God speed its glorious mission,

With earnest hearts we pray.

Refrain

The Christian Flag! behold it,
And hail it with a song,

And let the voice of millions
The joyful strain prolong.

The Christian Flag! unfurl it,
That all the world may see

The bloodstained cross of Jesus,
Who died to make us free.

The Christian Flag! unfurl it,
And oer and oer again,

Oh! may it bear the message,
Good will and peace to men.

Refrain

The Christian Flag! God bless it! Now throw it to the breeze,
And may it wave triumphant

Oer land and distant seas,

Till all the wide creation

Upon its folds shall gaze,

And all the world united,

Our loving Savior praise.

I hope you enjoy this bit of history and you are able to take pride in being a part of the kingdom of God.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Christian_flag.svg
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@ United Methodist Women

Women's Division

Do you know that there are at least 40 United Methodist Women’s Units in
the Elizabeth City District?? United Methodist women are found every-
where - Outreach ministry, Sunday School, church choir, prayer shawl minis-
try, church kitchen, answering the church phone, Language Bridges, Joy
Choir, and other church committees - actually anywhere in the church that
women are seen and heard. We are a vital part of the ministry whether we
have a casserole in our hand or are armed with a Bible and study book. If
you haven’t joined a circle or attended a Unit meeting, November is your
month to begin.

EUMW COMING EVENTS for NOVEMBER:

Monday, Nov. 9, 10:30 am - Walking Rainbow Circle meeting in the
Holmes Classroom. Bring a sandwich.

Monday, Nov. 9, 10:30 am - Susanna Wesley Circle meeting in the home of
a member. Bring a sandwich to go with soup and dessert.

Wednesday, Nov. 11, 6:30 pm - UMW officers (Executive Board) meeting.
Room 112.

Thursday, Nov. 12, 7 pm - Circle of Friends in the Fellowship Hall.

Monday, Nov. 30, 11:45 am (Note Time) - Unit Meeting, Fellowship Hall.
A Missions Trip to Costa Rica program will be presented. Bring a sand-
wich. Dessert provided.

NOVEMBER IS ALSO WORLD THANK OFFERING TIME. TURN
YOURS IN AT CIRCLE OR THE UNIT MEETING.

YOUTH HAPPENINGS

Mark your calendars, November is going to be another busy month!

The Youth will hold a Fund Raiser Luncheon on Sunday November 1 after
the 10:00 and 11:00 worship services. Menu is soup and grilled cheese sand-
wiches. The proceeds of the luncheon will help with our trip to Pilgrimage.

The youth would like to thank everyone for their continued support!

The youth will continue to meet Sunday evenings at 5 pm. You won’t want
to miss any of the fun and fellowship so be sure to be there. The Youth
Praise Band rehearses at 4 pm.

November 29 NO UMYF
ATTENTION PLEASE:

A COMMUNITY YOUTH RALLY IS
SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY NOVEM-
BER 1 FROM 4-6 PM. THERE WILL BE
MUSIC, SPEAKERS, GAMES, FOOD,
FUN AND FELLOWSHIP. YOU DON’T
WANT TO MISS THIS!

The youth will be making fruit baskets to be delivered in the community on
Sunday November 22. We are in need of baskets to be filled with fruits,
nuts and other goodies. If you have a basket or two you would like to do-
nate, please contact Pastor Susie. Thanks for your assistance!
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GREETINGS FROM THE PASTOR/STAFF
PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

One of the duties of our committee is to help support those in our congregation that have answered the call to
serve our Lord as full-time Pastors. Edenton United Methodist Church is blessed to have two such members.
We have interviewed them as part of their ongoing effort to pursue full-time ministry.

Please keep these young men in your prayers as they work to answer the call that has been laid on their hearts.
This is a significant journey they have embarked upon after much prayer and consideration. Let us make our
support for them abundantly clear through our prayers and encouragement.

As always, please keep our Pastors and staff in your daily prayers and extend to them your appreciation for
the work they do.

In His Name,
Chairman, PSPR

ANGEL TREE

Edenton UMC will be participating again this year with the Edenton-Chowan Recreation Department to pro-
vide gifts for “A Day with Santa”. This is a wonderful way to express the joy of sharing with less fortunate
children during the Christmas season. A tree will be set up in the sanctuary at
the beginning of Advent with angel ornaments. On each ornament will be the
name, sex, age and wish list for a child. You will have the opportunity to select
an angel and purchase gifts for that child. Donations will need to be in by
Thursday, December 10™.

LANGUAGE BRIDGES EXPLODES

That was a figure of speech. In September, we began with a large number of new students in addition to re-
turnees, and the numbers just keep on growing. That's a very good thing, but it leads to an inquiry, a plea for
teaching help. We need an additional teacher permanently, who is willing to start by observing for several
sessions while we continue to grow, and while we decide how to divide our four levels of study. In addition,
we need a volunteer who is willing to substitute from time to time. Formerly we were able to, when one of us
was planning to be away, combine 2 groups, or I was able to be a universal-substitute as needed. The classes

are now too large to combine. To teach, one needn't be a formally trained educator, nor speak

any Spanish. We have numerous printed materials, such as picture dictionaries and workbooks,
# from which we copy and plan lessons weekly. Flexibility, reliability, humor, and general lan-

/i guage interest are probably important characteristics.

If you think you might be so inclined, we invite you to observe, and encourage you to candidly

tell us if you are, or are not, interested in joining us. Please contact us by leaving a message in
the Language Bridges mailbox in the office. We meet each Tuesday from 6:30-8:00 pm in the older section of
the Education Building. The staff is present from 6:00 pm on. And thank you for your ongoing congrega-
tional support.

VETERANS DAY REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

The community is invited to participate in a special Service of Remembrance on Wednesday,
November 11 at 7:00 pm to honor our veterans and to remember those serving in the military. If
you are not able to attend but would like to have someone remembered, please call the church office and give
us their name. Also, please indicate whether they are active or inactive duty.

Visit the church website at http://www.edentonumc.org. The website has the latest information and activities. Please
send any content suggestions, additions, or corrections to the church office.
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

This month, we turn to Paul, who set up the basis for our Stewardship very simply:

1 Corinthians 16
The Collection for God's People

“ Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. >On the first day of
every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that
when I come no collections will have to be made.”

This is one of the many biblical bases for stewardship--a regular contribution to support the work of the
church. Your church continues to need your support. We have been encouraged by the increase in giving
over the last several weeks. However, we remain behind in our support of the budget for Edenton United
Methodist Church. Please continue your work at supporting this great church.

Chair, Stewardship Committee
BUDGET NEEDED JANUARY-OCTOBER  $408,887
COLLECTED THROUGH OCTOBER $322,762

TOTAL SHORTFALL $ 86,125

ELIZABETH CITY DISTRICT WILL HOLD LAITY WORKSHOPS
AT EDENTON UMC

The District Board of Laity (DBOL) for the Elizabeth City District is sponsoring the 2009 Fall Laity Work-
shops on Sunday, November 15, 2009, from 3:00 to 5:30 PM at Edenton United Methodist Church. The
workshops are designed to support the theme adopted by the District Ministry Team for the 2009—2010
church year—CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP. The DBOL has designed workshops that will address a
broad spectrum of topics that are applicable to both laity and clergy. These workshops have been designed to
appeal not only to church officers, but to laity in general. Sessions will be designed to allow time for ques-
tions from participants.

Events begin at 3:00 PM with a worship service in the Family Life Center and led by District Superintendent,
Dr. Carl Frazier. Following the worship service, light refreshments will be served. Workshop sessions are
scheduled to begin at 4:00 PM and will conclude by 5:30 PM.

Workshop sessions scheduled for November 15 include the following:
¢ Developing and Nurturing Laity Leadership Through the Nominations Process
¢ Ensuring Safe Sanctuaries Through Local Church Initiatives
» Expectations of Staff/Parish Relations Committees
o Making ‘Worshipful Work’ the Centerpiece of All Church Meetings
» Nuts and Bolts for Local Church Financial Secretaries and Church Treasurers
e Survival in Tough Economic Times

Members of the Edenton United Methodist Church family are encouraged to give prayerful consideration to
attending the laity workshops on November 15. Each is being led by a very capable presenter.

The Messenger

Please leave your items for the December issue by Sunday,
November 22nd in the Messenger Mailbox in the church office.
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EUMC AIDS HABITAT CONSTRUCTION EFFORTS

Chowan-Perquimans Habitat for Humanity thanks EUMC for its contribution to the recently completed sale of
flower bulbs to fund Habitat’s work in our community. The nationwide economic slowdown had a definite
impact on the overall sale this year, but EUMC bulb purchases still exceeded $500 of the nearly $3,750 sold
throughout both counties. Together with donations generated by the campaign, Habitat was able to add more
than $1,850 to its fund for constructing affordable homes for deserving residents of our counties.

Terra Ceia Farms is already processing the bulb orders and plans to have them ready for pickup by November
5" Habitat for Humanity representatives will transport the full order to the First Presbyterian Church of
Edenton for sorting so that the salespersons responsible for distribution can pick them up between 10 AM and
2 PM on Friday, November 6™. Purchasers may collect their bulbs in the hallway outside the church offices
afger services on Sunday, November 8. Reminders will appear in the church bulletins on November 1* and
8™,

Construction of the next Habitat home is scheduled to begin on November 6" with the delivery of all the con-
struction materials to the site at 221 Clark Street in Snug Harbor. The lot has already been cleared and
graded, and the septic system installed. Construction of the foundation is taking place during the two weeks
prior to the delivery date so all will be ready when the house materials arrive on site.

EUMC has again agreed to join other local churches and organizations in providing lunches for the volunteer
workers on the job. Our week will be November 9"-13", during the labor-intensive early stages of the proc-
ess; there are likely to be at least 15 workers taking part each day to erect the wall framework and place the
components of the roof in place. Snug Harbor Community Church is opening their building each day from
11 AM till 1 PM to give the servers time to set up lunch and provide a spot for the crew members to eat and
rest up briefly before continuing their tasks in the afternoon.

Come on out and watch the house grow!

THIS AND THAT

A Service of Healing Prayer will be held Friday Outreach Committee Meeting—The next meeting

evening November 20 at 7:00 PM. Father John Bon-
ner, Rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in
Hertford, will be our guest preacher. The community
is invited to participate. If you are unable to attend
and would like to have someone lifted up in prayer,
please contact the church office.

Fellowship Luncheond Come join the Lunch
Bunch on November 17th for a pot luck fellowship
luncheon at noon in the Fellowship Hall. This is a
great opportunity to sit and visit with friends old and
new. We will continue meeting on the third Tuesday
of each month.

Joy Choir—Joy Choir is humming along with book-
ings each week through the end of the year. Remem-
ber, we rehearse or perform on Thursday afternoons
at 1:30 PM. Contact the church office.

will be Wednesday, November 11th at 6:15 PM in the
Library. We will be considering two new ministries
and giving a report on disbursements for our 2009
budget. All members are urged to attend.
Community Thanksgiving Service—This year’s
Community Thanksgiving Service will be Thursday,
November 19th at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. The
service will be at 7 PM with Rev. David Brooks
bringing the message. Everyone is invited to attend.

History Books Available—There are still copies of
our Bicentennial History booklets available in the
church office. The booklets are $2 each.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
COMMUNION [ 4-7 pm Kairos *10 am Exercise [ *12 pm AA *9 am Bible Study [ *10 am Soaking *10 am AA
SUNDAY Cookie Bake *11:15 am Prayer [ *5:30 pm Wednes- | *10 am Exercise Prayer
9 am Men’s Bible | *7 pm Albemgrle Shawl day Night Dinner *11 am Weight *12:30 pm AA
Class Breakfast Chorale Practice | %13 pm AA *6:15 pm Christian | Watchers 9:30 pm 5th Quar-
11 am & 12 pm *8 pm AA 1-7 pm Blood Ed Class *11:15 am Prayer | "
MYF Soup & *8 pm Al-anon Drive *7 pm Contempo- | Shawl
Sandwich Lunch rary Team Practice
h *6:30 pm Lan- *12 pm AA
4-6 pm Yout guage Bridges *7:30 pm Choir £1.
Rally Cla Practice 1:30 pm Joy
. _ 55¢8 Choir
> pm Symphonies *7 pm Bible Study | *8 pm AA
of Praise
7 pm Charge Con-
ference
8 16 10 11 12 13 14
FOOD PANTRY | 10:30 am Walk- | *7 pm Witness 6:15 pm Outreach | 7 pm Circle of 3 pm Wedding
SUNDAY ing Rainbows Committee Committee Friends Reception
4 pm Visitation 10:30 am Susanna 6:15 UMW Ex-
Comt. Wesley Circles ecutive Mtg
5 pm Trustees 7 pm Veterans
Day Service

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8 am Methodist 12 noon Lunch 7 pm Community |7 pm Healing
Men Bunch Thanksgiving Prayer Service
3 pm Dist Work- Ser.v @ 5t. Paul’s

Episcopal Church
shops
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Office Closed Office Closed
29 30

% .

10:30 am 5th 12 pm UMW Unit denotes same time each week
Sunday Service Mtg.

NOVEMBER WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER MENUS

November 4

Soup, Sandwich Bar and Dessert

November 11
Baked Chicken, Rice, Peas and Carrots, Dessert

November 18

Thanksgiving Potluck

November 25
No Dinner HAPPY THANKSGIVING




